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Continued from No. 22. 


jucing the army, by which General Gaines, who 
ior general by brevet, has the command of 
aly four regiments, and is, therefore, according to 
tions of the army, only entitled to the 

ray of brigadier general. 
Mr. TOLAND asked leave to offer a resolution, 
read; and the purport, therefore, not known.) 





THAAaAe Asa HSE a” 





stas 





be Mr. WISE objected to the intrcduction of the 

th HE sesolution. Sen eS 

ui Mr. TOLAND persisting in his effort to get the 

p Mae ccolution in, 

er Mr. WELLER moved an adjournment. 

o Tellers were called for on the motion, (Messrs. 

be opawD and WELLER,) who reported ayes 54, 
pes 63. 

‘ So the House refused to adjourn—no quorum 
uDdg. 

; «~ SPEAKER suggested that ihe report of the 
Conference Committee on the army bill be now ta- 

a Map ken up and acted on. 

js Objection was made. 

I: Mr. TOLAND renewed the effort to get in his 
resolution. 

f Mr. WISE again objected. 

2 Mr. L. W. ANDREWS moved a call of the 

| House. 

© HE Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved that the 
House adjourn; on which motion tellers (Messrs. 

). MeANorews and A. V. Brown) were appointed, 

ve Me Tbey reported ayes 58, noes 55. 

ne So the House adjourned. 

he 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
‘. February 25, 1843. 
m Wh 70 the Editor of the Globe ; 


ra In the Globe of yesterday, on the bill to suspend 

e- Mmibe operation of the second section of the act re- 

quiring the States to be divided into congressional 

nd Mibdistricts, the remarks of Mr. Camppexy of South 

olina, and an explanation of mine on the same 

ut Msubject, are so reported as to make an erroneous 

impression. The following is the part of the re- 
portto which I allude: 

“Mr. CaMPBELL said that in the State of Geor- 

gia, the electionscame on previous to the time of 
the meeting of their Legislature; and though the 
Legislature on its meeting proceeded almost im- 
mediately to divide the State into congressional dis- 
ticts for the twenty-ninth Congress, yet the elec- 
tions for the twenty-eighih Congress having already 
taken place, they had no power under the con- 
siitation to set them aside, and order new elec- 
tions. The same state of things had happened in 
Missouri; but he was informed that a majority of 
the people of that Siate were in favor of the district 
be Me system, and they would eventually adopt it. 
d; “Mr. J.C. Epwarps said that the gentleman 
Ne Me Was mistaken—a majority of the Legislature be- 
lieved that the act of Congress was unconstitu- 
tional.” 

This language conveys the idea that I said “the 

tulleman was mistaken” in his information “that 
& majority of the people of that State (Missouri) 
Were in favor of the district system, and they would 
ventually adoptit.” It was not my intention to 
onvey this idea. I said nothing in reference to the 
pinions of a majority of the people on this sub- 
remark made by the gentleman from 

uth Carolina, in allusion to the opinions of the 
people, and as to what they mightever tually do on 
the subject of districting the State, did not catch 
My attention. I explained in reference to the ac- 


_and opinion of the Legislature only; and what 
I said was this: ; : 
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Our Legislature. Ihave been recently informed 
nal the Legislature of Missouri have refused to 
ustrict that State. I believe a majority of the 
. islatare deeth the act of Congress requiring 
mem to district the State unconstitutional.” I 
mnigh have added, that a refusal to district the 
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“The gentleman is mistaken as to the attion of 


Was proof of this opinion; and that, even if 
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they believed Congress had the power to district, 
yet they denied the power of Congress to com- 
pel the State Legislature to district for them. 

I said nothing as to the opinion of the people of 
my State. I said nothing as to their future action 
on this subject. I knew nothing. 

Very respectfully, 
J.C. EDWARDS. 


To the Editor of the Globe: y 

Sir: In the report of congressional proceedings 
of Thursday, February 23, contained in the Globe 
of Friday evening, February 24, itis said “Mr. 
TituineHast offered, as an amendment to” the 
amendment, $100,000 for Hell-gate, in New 
York.” 

This is anerror. The amendment referred to 
was offered by Mr. Roosevett of New York— 
not by me. I voted against it. The two amend- 
ments offered by me (with notice that, if they fail- 
ed here, I should renew them on another occasion) 
were—one for the survey on Block Island, and one 
for removing obstructions in Providence river. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
J. L. TILLINGHAST. 

February 25, 1843. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 27, 1843. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
made a report (which was ordered to be printed) 
adverse to the passage of the bill for the relief of 
Samuel Hoffman. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from the 
counties of St. Lawrence and Franklin, New York, 
praying for the establishment of a post route. He 
remarked that he did not expect that any action 
could be had upon it this session; but, with a view 
that the papers might be preserved, he presented 
them, and moved that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Agreed 
to. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the previous orders 
were pustponed, and the bill to permit the entry of 
merchandise in certain cases free of duty, was 
taken up, read the second time, and considered as 
in committee of the whole. 


Mr. EVANS explained the propriety of the pas- 
sage of this bill. He said .hat some persons had 
lately invented a valuable machine for the purpose 
of raising wrecks. Two vessels had already been 
raised by it in the river Delaware, by which a great 
improvement had been effected in the navigation 
of that river; those vessels having heretofore form- 
eda kind of bar or obstruction there. The rais- 
ing of those vessels was a very expensive and haz- 
ardous undertaking. In the two cases alluded to, 
some crockery, &c., had been saved from the wrecks 
alluded to. This bill proposed that those goods, 
and all goods saved in like manner, should be ad- 
mitted free of duty,as an encouragement to the 
inventors to progress in such useful labors. 

Mr. WOODBURY made some remarks in favor 
of the bill. 

Mr. KING was fearful that the revenues were 
not sufficiently guarded by it. 

Mr. EVANS replied, that its provisions were 
properly guarded. Those goods were to be ad- 
mitted free, under such regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

There being no amendment proposed to the bill, 
it was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

House bills for the relief of Nancy Tompkins 
and of Conrad House were taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, on adverse reports of the Com- 
mittees on Claims and Naval Affairs, and indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a petition from citizens 
of Jefferson county, Ohio, asking Congress to in- 
terfere in the case of Mr. Kendall, and restore him 
to personal liberty. 

Mr. FAPPAN remarked that a bill had been 
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was taken up and acted upon at once, it could not 
be passed this session. Its provisions would not 
at all affect the demand of Stockton & Stokes, bat 
merely suspended the imprisonment until one year 
after the Supreme Court shall have rendered final 
judgment. He, therefore, moved that the previous 
orders of the day be postponed, and that the bill 
be taken up. 

The question being put, it was carried in the af- 
firmatize; and the bill was taken up, read the 
second time, and considered as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the bill was merely a bill 
to amend the act relating to imprisonment for 
debt in the District of Columbia. The Committee 
on Claims, which reported the bill, were decidedly 
of the opinion that Congress should not interfere, 
by its legislation, with the judgment which had 
been rendered agaiost Mr. Kendall, at this time— 
the case having been carried up to the Supreme 
Court on an appeal. The committee, in examining 
the case, found ( which was new to all of them) by the 
laws which related to the imprisonment for debt in 
this District, at this time, that when a debtor was 
in charge on execution by any person, he may 
take the bounds for twelve months, and then, if 
he does not pay the debt, he is placed at once in 
close confinement. All that the bill proposed to 
do inthe matter was to modify the insolvent law, 
so that the debtor could not be placed in close con- 
finement pending an appeal, nor until one year 
after the Supreme Court shall have rendered a final 
judgment. 


Mr. GRAHAM said, if the bill was passed, it 
would make the insolvent laws the same as they 
have been in North Carolina ever since the Revo- 
lution. 

There being no amendment proposed, the bill 
was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. GRAHAM, the previous or- 
ders were postponed, and the bill from the House 
for the relief of James S. Calhoun was taken up, 
as in committee of the whole, on an amendment 
from the Committee on Claims. The amendment 
having been agreed to, the bill was reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, with sundry amendments, the bill 
from the House granting pensions to certain widows 
of revolutionary soldiers. The amendments were 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, made adverse reports on the petition of the 
widow of Joshua Raymond, a soldier of the Revo- 
lution, and the petition of Joseph Thompson and 
John Gould, for pensions; also, on the petitions of 
Mary Spence and Philip King, and the resolutions 
of the Legislature of Vermont in favor of the re- 
vival of the law granting a pension to the widows 
of revolutionary officers and soldiers who were 
married prior to 1794. 


M:. HENDERSON, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported back, without amend- 
raent, and with a recommendation that it do pass, 
the bili for the relief of Antoine Vasyues and 
others.” 

Also, reported back, and adversely to its passage, 
House bill entitled “An act to confirm to Elizabeth 
Burris, her heirs and assigns, their title to a tract ef 
land.” 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the petition of John 
Bosworth for a pension; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. 8., also, reported back from the same com- 
mittee, without amendment, the bill for the relief 
of Daniel Penhallow. 

On the suggestion of Mr. KING, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the several bills on the cal- 
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endar; when the fol'owing were taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, considered, reported to the 
Senate, and ordered ‘o be engrossed fora third 
reading, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Rechard Patton. 

The bill to revive the act entitled “An act to en- 
able claimants (o land within the limits of Missouri 
and the Territory of Arkansas, to institute pro- 
ceeedings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 
proved the 26th of May, 1824; and the act amenc- 
ing the same, and extending the provisions of said 
acts to claimants to land within the States of 
Louisiana and Mississippi. 

(Mr. SEVIER made some remarks in favor of 
the above bill.} 

The bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller. 

The bili to repeal certain parts of the act en- 
titled “An act respecting the organization of the 
army, and for other purposes,” approved the 23d 
of Augast, 1842. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bryan, Har- 
rison Young, and Benjamin Young. 

[This bill was amended, on the suggestion of Mr. 
BAGBY, so as to read for the heirs of Harrison 
Young.] 

The bill declaring Robbinston, in the State of 
Maine, to be a port of delivery. 

The bill to extend the Patent Office to Ninth street, 
came up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. KING was opposed to the erection of any 
new public buildings now. 


Messrs. TAPPAN and KERR made some re- 
marks on the necessity of continuing the construc- 
tion of this building, to supply the wants of the 
Patent department. 

Mr. KERR made several propositions to amend, 
which were agreed to. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed, as amended, for a third 
reading. 

The bill of the Senate authorizing a survey and 
examination of the harbor of Memphis, Tennessee, 
came up for consideration; but was, on the motion 
of Mr. BAYARD, laid on the table,—a bill from 
the House for the same purpose being on the cal- 
endar. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, withan amendment, and 
with recommendation that it do pass, the bill for 
the protection of commerce on the Northwestern 
lakes. 


The bill to apply certain alternate sections of the 
public domain towards the completion of works of 
internal improvement in the Siate of Michigan, 
and for other purposes, was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, en amendments of the Com- 
mitiee on Pablic Lands, proposing to sirike out the 
3d and 4th fsections giving 500,000 acres to pay 
off the debts for the railroads and canals, and com- 
pleting the same. 

The bill was then read, 

Mr. KING inquired the length of the road and 
canal along which the sections of land were to be 
granted. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said the canal was 200 
miles in length, and the railroad 160 miles. 

Mr. KING objected that heretofore no grants 
had been male to States for similar purposes ex- 
tending beyond two miles on each side of the roads 
or canals belonging to the State; but this bill pro- 
posed to give ten miles wide, for 360 miles in 
length, to the State of Michigan. This would be a 
precedent for other States to make the like demands. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE referred to the report of 
the Committee on the Public Lands as a justifica- 
tion for the bill. The same principle of granting 
alternate sections of Jand along the public works of 
Ohio, I!linois,and Indiana, was that upon which this 
bill was framed. He contended that the United 
Siates never lost acent by these grants, because 
the price of the reserved alternate sections was al- 
ways doubled by the improvements made by the 
States. 

The bili was then reported to the Senate, and 
the amendments of the committee of the whole 
were concurred in 

Mr. McROBERTS asked bow much land was 
granted to the State of Michigan by this bill? 
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Mr. WOODBRIDGE replied, one-half of each 
five alternate sections of land along the works. 

Mr. McROBERTS referred to the grants hith- 
erto made to Obio; and, taking it for granted that 
the quantity donated by this bill would be found 
considerably beyond the amount given to Ohio, 
there was no other way of doing justiee to all the 
new Siaies but to adopt some settled principle. 
The donation now asked for Michigan would be 
a partial one, if granted. He was in favor of giv- 
ing Michigan as much land as Ohio, but not 
more. Michigan, by this bill, would get a mil- 
lion of acres of land, while Arkansas gets nove 
at all. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana maintained that the 
grant thus made to Michigan would be no loss 
whatever to the United States, as the General Gov- 
ernment would receive just as much money for 
the alternate sections reserved, as for the whole if 
no improvements were made. 

Mr. WALKER did not object to the grant of 


lands to the State of Michigan; but was utterly cp- | 
posed to any such principle as that of granting | 
lands, as the 3d and 4th sections had proposed, to | 


the payment of the debts of the States. Since 


these two sections had been stricken out, he would | 


now vote for the bill. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON considered this bill an act | 
of justice due to the State of Michigan, as well as | 
He, therefore, hoped it would | 


the United States. 
receive the sanction of the Senate. 


Mr. GRAHAM asked whether the land granted | 


was ten miles wide. 


Mr. KING explained that the grant was five | 
miles wide on each side of the works and alternate | 


sections. 


Mr. WRIGHT asked whether the bill referred | 


to lands belonging to the United States only. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana explained, that where 
the land had been previously sold, other lands | 


would be selected. 


Mr. WRIGHT observed, that where alternate | 


sections are already sold, the consideration of the 
increased price cannot be realized by the Govern- 
ment. He hoped, therefore, the grant would ex- 
tend only to unsold lands. 

Mr. ALLEN suggested that the amendment 
should be made to avoid that predicament; be- 
cause it would otherwise be a grant to carry on 
these public works at the expense of the public 
treasury. 

Mr. BERRIEN agreed that there was a diffi- 
culty, and suggested the propriety of passing over 
the bill informally, with a view of giving time for 
the friends of the bill to remove the objections. 

The bill was accordingly passed over inform- 
ally. 
Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Jn- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of John Grant; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


PUBLICATION OF THE DEBATES IN CON- 
GRESS., 

The Senate bill, No. 128, entitled ‘A bill for the 
publication of the debates and proceedings of Con- 
gress, in acontinued series, and to authorize one or 
more contracts for that purpose,” being called up, 
on the motion of Mr. BAYARD, at whose instance 
it had been laid on the table on Saturday— 

Mr. WRIGHT objecied, that, as the bill would 
necessarily induce debate, it would have the effect 
of obstructing all other bills on the calendar enti- 
tled to immediate action. 

Mr. KING suggested the propriety of letting it 


lie over, if it was intended to pass any of the bills | 


on the calendar, as serious objections entertained 


against this measure would necessarily lead to a | 


protracted discussion. 

Mr. BAYARD remarked, that the bill having 
been laid on the table on Saturday, upon his mo- 
tion, he thought it incumbent cn him to make the 
motion now to take it up. 

Mr. KING moved to lay the bill on the table. 


Mr. SEVIER requested the Senator weuld sus- | 


pend his motion for a moment. 

Mr. KING having assented, 

Mr. SEVIER made a short explanation in refer- 
ence to an impression he had, regarding the party 
character of the Register of Debates, published 
by Gales & Seaton; which he had been since as- 


| pers. 


sured by those gentlemen w eee 
his ak , ne & misconception o 

Mr. BENTON, as an instance that the Res: 
of Debates contained but a one-sided 
congressional proceedings, referred to or a 
discussions on the subject of the Bank of the fe 
ted States, in which all the speeches in fay, a 
the bank are given in full, and those in o me 
cut short, or suppressed. He particularly poj 
out one speech he had made himself, on which 
had bestowed great labor and research, and be 
it took him two full hours to deliver, that y 
Gales & Seaton, in their publication of . i 
ceedings in Congress, paid for by the Governem, 
as an impartial view of the debates, cut off i bal 
a finger’s length; and by which he (Mr. B 
represented as if he had only spoken two minuies 
instead of two hears, and then broken down: fo, 
the conclusion of the paragraph is, that he (Mr. 
B.) “gave way.” [Much laugbter.] ; 

Mr. WALKER also opposed any proceed 
on this bill, necessarily involving the complete o, 
struction of bills on the calendar, upon whieh 
many public and private interests were dependen, 
He thought it would be much better for the Ser 
tor from Delaware to consent to lay this bill on the 
table; and if this proposition were changed to a mo. 
tion to take up his resolation for the employmen 
of a corps of reporters, he would feel disposed to 
give him his support. 


Mr. BAYARD, in substance, remarked that the 
resolution alluded to by the Senator from Migsis 
sippi would not reach to the object contemplated 
by this bill, which is retrospective, and pro 
the collection and publication of the debates in 
Congress from the year 1789 to the end of thi 
session; whereas the resolution with regard to em 
ploying a corps of reporters, is prospective, and 
looks to the correct and faithful publications of the 
proceedings in Congress hereafter. 

With regard to the prospective measure cop. 
templated by the resolution to which the Senato 
had alluded, all he had to say was, that, wheneve 
it should be deemed expedient to take it up, be 
would be in favor of any efficient practical mod 
of attaining the object in view. That some such 
arrangement for insuring a full, fair, and impar 
tial record of proceedings was indispensably ne. 
cessary, must be manifest to every one who wit 
nessed the debates in the Senate on all politic 
subjects involving the opinions of the two gre 
parties into which the country was divided. Ij 
was very well known that, in general, very fol 
reports of the proceedings in the Senate were pub 
lished in the Globe daily; and, upon ordinary sub- 
jects, not partaking of a political complexion, very 
fair and impartial reports they were. But the 
moment any subject of a party character was to 
be reported, there was an obvious deviation from 
this line of impartiality. Then, from some cat 
or other—it may be, not from any disposition 0 
the reporiers actually to do injustice, but as ane 
cessary result of having to prepare their matter for 
a paper taking a very decided part in politics,— 
they seem to be, to say the least of it, eareless how 
they represent the opinions of the party opposed 
to their friends, and take especial care to devote 
all their attention to the side which expresses set- 
timents most analogous to those of the readers ol 
their paper. As an instance, he would refer to the 
late debate on General Jackson’s fine, in which bi 
own remarks were represented as the most wishy 
washy affair imaginable. He did not complaine 
this; for it was an inevitable consequence of lear 
ing the matter without any control, entirely de: 
pendent upon the private enterprise of parly pa 
Nor should it be understood that he que 
tioned the ability of the Globe reporters ton 
proper reports; for he had already admitted tha 
upon general subjects, the reports were exceed: 


ingly good. He would even do them the justice 


to say that, in the running proceedings, not having 


any bearing on party predilections, the reports were 


admirable. 


Mr. BUCHANAN renewed the motion of tbe 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. Kine] to lay the bi! 
upon the table, and on this motion he called { 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. __ 

The question was then taken on the motion 
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pill on the table, and resulied in the nega- 
My yeas 19, nays 25, as follows: 
yeas Messrs Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cal 

Cuthbert, Fulton, King, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of 
pous, ™ Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, 
Connect Wright, and Young—19. 

ys—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
NA Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Hen- 
—_ Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
we Phelps, Porter, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tall- 
paige, White, and Woodbridge—25. 
mr. ALLEN said it was obviously impossible to 
this bill, without such an opposition as must 
ved t a most protracted debate. He put it to the 
rs on the other side, whether they could 
gard jastified before the country for obstruct- 
the public business by this attempt to 
joee through such a bill, subjecting the exhausted 
of the Government to an expenditure of 
jaf # million ot dollars, for no other necessary 
but the reward of theit pariisan press? 
Could they plead any public necessity for this 
measure? What necessity could they plead, but the 
ral one—that of sustaining the political organ of 
ibeir party? What did the people care for this 
plication? What did they want with it? If mem- 
bers of Congress had occasion to refer to old de- 
tates, they could do so at any time in the library 
of Congress. They had the same materials there, 
that were to compose this publication. They had 
ibe Register of Debates from 1824 to 1837, and 
the Congressional Globe and Appendix from 1837 
to this date. And he would here say that the Con- 
gressional Globe and Appendix, already published, 
and continuous in course of publication, coniained 
the most extensive, accurate, and impartial reports 
ever before published, and a greater amount of 
matter than had ever been offered to the public at 
small acharge. This was a publication open 
to every member of Congress to correct, and pub- 
lish in the most authentic form, both his remarks 
in running debate, and speeches at large. The 
Appendix was devoted to speeches written out by 
members themselves; so that, if the reporters unin- 
entionally make mistakes, these inaccuracies stand 
corrected in the Appendix. And as to information 
of the proceedings of Congress to be given to 
ihe people, did not this very publication effect 
more than Congress itself could effect? for it 
bas already a most extensive circulation, and 
reaches to every part of the Union. What more 
could be effected by a contract of Government to 
poblish it over again? There was obviously no 
IG necessity for incurring the expense of republishing 
vl the Congressional Globe and Appendix. So much 
ME for that part of the bill. Now, with regard to the 
oher proposition—that of reprinting the old de- 
TYE bates from 1789 to 1824, and purchasing 1,000 
copies of the Register of Debates from 1824 to 
1837—he would ask, how much money all this 
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EE was to cost? He would venture to say that the 
“me xpense could not fall short of half a million of 
“ae collars, Itwas easy to judge by experience. Mr. 
in A. then referred, somewhat in detail, to the expend- 
Or itares byCongress from time to time on similar pub- 
~#@ lications—such as the Documentary History of the 
“4 Revolution, the Register of Debates, &c. He as- 
~ sured the Senators on the other side it was not pos- 
Ne ‘ible for them to pass this bill, without such an op- 


r Position as must necessarily involve a protracted 

te discussion, which would obstruct all other busi- 

in: He therefore hoped they would yield toa 

motion he should make—which was, to postpone 

ihe bill indefinitely; and on this motion he called 
for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. McCROBERTS reminded Senators that there 
were but five days of the session to complete the 
Yast amount of business yet awaiting the actionof 

Senate. It must be quite obvious that, to ae 
complish all this necessary and important business, 
ewhole of that time would be required, even 
vithout debate; and it was equally obvious that, if 
ibis bill was persisted in, it would be opposed and 
discussed to an indefinite extent, rendering it im- 
possible to devote any attention to the general cal- 
tidar. He therefore hoped they would allow the 
motion of postponement to prevail. 
Mr. WOODBURY said there was one point of 
new which ought to satisfy gentlemen that this was 
. a ume to press such abill as this. It was, that 
Proposition would have to be carried out on 
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borrowed money. Now, he would ask, was there 
not an obvious impropriety, setting aside all con- 
siderations as to the inexpediency or imperfection 
of the plan proposed, to borrow money at six per 
cent. interest, for any such purpose as this? 

Mr. WRIGHT adverted to the principle of dis- 
tributing books to members of Congress at the pub 
lic expense, which he had hoped the Senate had 
long since repudiated. This bill, he considered 
nothing more nor less than a proposition to resume 
that practice. Congress was to pay as much for 
1,000 sets of these publications, as would enable 
the publishers to lay aside another thousand sets 
for future operations on Congress. The thousand 
sets first purchased by Congress were to lumber 
the rooms of the library till they became a nuis- 
ance, and then Congress was to be called upon to 
distribute them to its own members. When that 
thousand sets become thus exhausted, succeeding 
Congresses will think themselves unfairly dealt 
with, if they too are not to get sets of the same 
books. They will be told by the publishers that 
they have only to pass a resolution to purchase the 
reserved copies in their hands, and that is sure to 
be done. Thus the surplus copies of the publish- 
ers are sure to be ordered. What had it cost Con- 
gress, during the past two or three years, for books 
thus distributed? Not less, he believed, than be- 
tween sixty and seventy thousand dollars. 

He asked who was to be the author of the com- 
pilation of the Debates in Congress, from the year 
1789, and who was to measure the extent of the 
work? Who could tell what matter is either pub- 
lished or suppressed in the compilation? 

The stereotyped resolution in Congress is, that 
all such books as have hitherto been distributed to 
members of Congress, shall be procured for mem- 
bers who have not received any; and if any new 
books are ordered, they are to be included. Thus 
the whole mass is kept moving, increasing in ex- 
penses as it progresses. 

As to the published Register of Debates by Gaies 
and Seaton: he read from the debates of 1832 a 
paragraph sneering at the remarks of Mr. Hill 
in the Senate; and also another in relation to Mr. 
Benton in the same year, wherein it was stated in 
conclusion that the Senator then “gave way.” 


Mr. BENTON. Broke down, I suppose. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr. WRIGHT continued. He referred again 
to allusions made to a speech of Mr. Hill on the 
subject of the Bank of the United States, which occu- 
pied between two and three hours; but is dismissed 
with a sneer at his practice of reading from co- 
pious notes prepared for his speeches. Mr. W. 
also referred to a speech made by himself in the 
House of Representatives on the tariff, in 1828, 
which had cost him a vast deal of labor and re- 
search, and which, in fact, embodied the only ar- 
guments of importance urged on his side of the 
question; yet he had been unable to find the slight- 
est reference to that speech in Gales & Seaton’s 
Register of Debates, although he had furnished the 
publishers with a corrected copy of it, in printed 
form, to be placed in its proper place. 

If it should be the opinion of Congress that the 
debates from 1789 should be published, a revision 
ought to be made, and important questions of con- 
stitutional law should be selected in preference to 
unimportant subjects. 

He produced the Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix for the twenty-fourth Congress, which he 
took as an average of the size of the series, and 
computed that the proceedings of each Congress 
would make six volumes; so that the republication 
of the Congressional Globe and Appendix would 
make sixty volumes. In allusion to Gales & 
Seaton’s Register of Debates proposed to be re- 
published or purchased, and the number of vol- 
umes necessary to give the debates from 1789 to 
1824, he calculated that the whole could not, even 
at a moderate estimate, be computed at less than 
100 volumes; so that 1,000 sets would comprise 
100,000 volumes; which, at the price proposed, 
($5 per volume,) would amount to $500,000. 

Alluding to the remarks of the Senator from 
Delaware, in reference to reports of proceedings— 
when the matier published amounted to ten or 
twelve columns daily, there were necessarily many 





inaccuracies, inevitable from the fact of the repor- 
ters not hearing distinctly what is said, or failing 
to catch the ideas intended to be conveyed; which 
showed that a republication of such reports, au- 
thenticated by the sanction of Congress, would 
present anything but a correct and faithful regis- 
ter of what was said and done. It was obvious, 
then, that it would be improper to beeome responsi- 
bie for such republications. 

But, independently of all considerations of de- 
tail, he would ask, was it, at this late period of the 
session, proper to persist in pressing forward a bill 
which must consume the time that ought to be de- 
voted to the business of the session yet to be dis- 
posed oi? 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the motion to postpone 
would prevail. He was utterly amazed to find, 
from the calculation of the Senator from New 
York, that this was a proposition to give half a 
million of dollars to one company of printers, and 
he supposed not less than a quarter of a million to 
another—making $750,000, in all, chargeable on 
the treasury. 

He would ask the chairman of the Committee 
on Retrenchment what would be the aggregate 
amount deducted from the salaries of officers and 
persons in the public service, should the amend- 
ment to the reform bill of the House be adopted. 

Mr. MOREHEAD replied, that the reduction of 
12% per cent. would effect a saving of something 
like $460,000. The House retrenchments would 
probably make the amount $150,000 more. 

Mr. CALHOUN, on this information, continued 
his remarks—the purport of which was, to show 
the mockery of professing a zeal for retrenchment, 
in clippings from the salaries of public servants 
to the extent of four or five hundred thousand dol- 
lars, while this bill proposed 1o squander $750,000 
among four printers. 


Mr. ALLEN said that, when he first saw this 
bill, he felt considerable surprise at finding in it 
ihe proposition to include the publication of the 
Congressional Globe and Appendix in the vast 
job contemplated. This surprise led him to make 
some inquiry on the subject, and he was pleased to 
find—as, indeed, from what he knew of the editor 
of the Globe, he confidently anticipated—that he 
had nothing whatever to do with the proposition, 
nor had he any idea of its being in the bill, till 
brought to his notice by this debate. He (Mr. 
A.) had further learned from the editor of the 
Globe, that, so far from approving this proposition, 
he would not only repudiate any participation in 
such a proceeding, but utterly denounce the whole 
thing in the editorial columns of his paper. 

What, then, he (Mr. A.) would ask, could have 
been the object of putting the Congressional Globe 
and Appendix in the bill at all, in conjunction 
with the Register of Debates and contract with 
Gales & Seaton for publishing the proceedings 
of Congress from 1789 to 1824, but to enlist both 
sides of this chamber in favor of a measure which 
was to result in the benefit of the organs cf both 
parties? He was far from imputing such motives 
to any Senator, much less to the estimable and 
honorable individuals composing the Library Com- 
mittee; for he felt well assured they originated 
outside this Capitol. But he would ask inose who 
built upon such foundations, did they imagine that 
Democratic Senators could be »rought to vote 
in silence upon this bill, because it contained a 
proposition to confer upon their party organ 
a profitable contract? If they did, they were 
grossly ignorant of the great principles which 
actuated the Democracy, of which they were 
the delegated exponents. Mr. ALLEN here 
denounced, with much energy, the proposition to 
include Blair & Rives in this monstrous job. He 
also dwelt upon the principles which should actuate 
all legislation, with a view of showing that, there 
being no necessity for these contracts, but that 
arising out of the cupidity of individual publishers. 
It was a gross outrage on the powers intrusted to 
Congress to legislate for any such purpose. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed his extreme gratifi- 
cation at the Senator’s intimation that the editor of 
the Globe had so promptly denounced the intro- 
duction of his name into this bill. He 
therefore, in justice to that talented editor, thay 
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when in order, an amendment would be made to 
strike from the bil] the names of Messrs. Blair & 
Rives. 

The question was then taken on Mr, ALten's 
motion to postpone the bill indefinitely, and result- 
ed in the negative—yeas 21, nays 22, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS--Mesers. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, McDuffie, McRoberts, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
cox, Wiiliama, Woodbury, Wright, and Youne—21 

NAY ~—Mesars. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard. Berrien, 
Choate, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Por- 
ter — of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge 

Mr BUCHANAN would have been very glad, 
if, before ibis bill bad been pressed upon the Sen- 
ate, some report had been prepared, aflcrding some 
information as to what this measure was to cost. 
He would tell the Senator from South Carolina 
what all this meant. [It meant to give the two 
party papers of this eity a good fat job, out of 
which they could clear $100,000 each; and also to 
give members of Congress $500 apiece, in the 
shape of books. That was the foundation upon 
which the whole thing was to rest. 

The question at jast resolved itself into this: 
Were Senators prepared, within five days of the 
close of the present Congress, 10 vote $100,000 to 
each of their party ediors, $500 apiece to them- 
selves, and to burden the treasury with a further 
debt of half a million of dollars? Mr. B. proceed- 
ed io comment at large upen the nature ef the 
proposition, the details of the bill, and the conse- 
quences of not having yielded to the motion to 

tpone. 

Mr. McROBERTS moved io recommit the bill, 
With instructions to submit a report, showing what 
number of volumes of the Register of Debates are 
already published, and for what years; and what 
number of volumes wil! be required ‘o complete 
the work, together with the probable expense. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said this amendment 
‘would fall short of the object proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Illinois. The committee had no means of 
estimating the number of volumes which the work 
‘would require, and, conseqnently, the exact ex- 

nse. The committee had done all that was in 
its power to do, by stip :!ating that, wherever possi- 
ble, the work should be confined to one volume for 
each session, and each volume should contain 700 
pages. He also stated the impression of the com- 
Mittee as to the necessity of the measure. 

Mr. McROBERTS pointed out that portion of 
the first section of the bill in which the committee 
could make the amendment he desired. He was 
quite satisfied, that if the bill were recommitted, the 
Committee on the Library could obtain full infor- 
mation for the report required, by making the in- 
guiry of Blair & Rives. 

Mr. McDUFFIE was quite sure that no Senator 
could be more willing than he was to approve of a 
proposition to collect and publish all valuable de- 
bates in Congress, from the foundation of the 
Government, in a proper form, properly selected, 
and brought forward ata proper time. If a judi- 
cious selection of such debates were properly made, 
it would, ke conceded, be most valuable. But he 
was opposed to the indiscriminate republication of 
everything reported; for that would involve the ac- 
cumalation of such a quantity of trash, that he 
doubted if he would pay the cost of transporting one 
hundred volumes of it to his residence. 

Mr. ARCHER remarked, that the gentlemen on 
the other side had misapprehended the course pur- 
sued by the gentlemen on his side. This was the 
last day of the session, but one, on which Senate 
bills could be sent to the other House. They had, 
therefore, abstained from debate, not because they 
could not justify the bill, but because they were un- 
willing either to spend time themselves, or to induce 
others to spend it. Gales & Seaton had been se- 
lected as contractors, because they alone possessed 
the necessary materials for compiling the work re- 
quired. And as to expense, heconsidered the fears 
of the gentleruan had greatly exaggerated all prob- 
ability. If he could have been brought to view the 
matter in the light in which they viewed it, he 
would hesi:aie; tut he had no such apprehensions. 
Nor weuld the cost, even at a reduced amount, 
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become a charge on the treasury allatonce. The 
publication would naturally extend through a num- 
ber of years; and the probability was, that there 
would be little or nofexpenditure this year. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Mc- 
Roperr’s amendment, and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 22, nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesars. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, McDuffie, McRoberts, Rives, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. _ 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Conrad. Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hant- 
ington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Wood. 
bridge—23. 

Mr. HENDERSON suggested that a satisfac- 
tory limitation to the expense might be effected by 
striking out that portion of the bill providing for 
the purchase of the debates from 1824 to 1837, 
of which copies are already extant; and limiting 
the number of volumes to be published fronr 1789 
to 1824, to twelve volumes; and those from 1837 to 
the end of this session, to seven volumes. 

Mr. KING was quite certain that Senators on 
both sides were unprepared to give this measure 
that deliberation which it required. If brovght 
forward at a proper time, some plan might be ma- 
tured by which a competent person could be em- 
ployed, in whom both parties would have confi- 
dence, 'o prepare a proper digest, which would be 
intrinsically more valuable than the work now pro- 
posed to be published—at a cost of three or four 
hundred thousand dollars, at the very least. 

Mr. HENDERSON, with a view of carrying 
out his suggestion, pointed out those parts of the 
bill which might be so altered as to insure his ob- 
ject of bringing the expense below $100,000. 

Mr. WRIGHT made an explanation, correcting 
some misconceptions he had of the provisions of 
the bill when he spoke before. He had since ex- 
amined it more attentively, and he found it even 
more exceptionable than he had supposed. He 
found that the publication required of Gales & 
Seaton, from 1789 to 1824, was to be “such as in 
the series already published;” that is, their Regis- 
ter of Debates, the impartiality of which he and 
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Bewror] had al- 
ready pointed out. Such faithful and impartial 
collections of debates he did not want to see paid 
for and authenticated by the General Government 
again. 

Or. WOODBRIDGE explained the views of 
the Committee on the Library, which had satisfied 
them that no other persons were possessed of the 
same valuable and necessary materials for the 
work, and that none could zccomplish it so well. 

The question next in order was an amendment 
moved by Mr. Tappan, to strike out Gales & 
Seaton and Blair & Rives, leaving the matter open 
to competition, by advertisement and proposals, on 
which the yeas and nays were called for, and or- 
dered. 

Mr. TAPPAN said his object in submitting the 
amendment was, to free the bill from all ap- 
pearances or tendencies of a partisan character. 
If Gales & Seaton had the only materials for the 
publication, they could of course make the most 
advantageous proposals. But he felt satisfied there 
was as good a collection of materials in the Library 
of Congress, as any Gales & Seaton could possibly 
possess. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked how many volumes 
already purchased and published were on hand. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said, in part, Congress 
bad been supplied; and with regard to those on 
hand, this bill did not apply. 

Mr. WOODBURY said there was the more 
reason for recommiltting the bill. It was a prop- 
osition to publish and purchase. Why purchase, 
it there are volumes on hand? He would tell the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Arcner] that there 
are seven volumes by Blair & Rives, and thirteen 
by Gales & Seaton, on the hands of the publishers— 
which, at $5, are to cost $100,090; and that will 
be a charge directly on the treasury. One import- 
ant effect of advertising for proposals to contract 
for the publication, would be, that, instead of hav- 
ing to pay $5 per volume, the Government would 
not pay more than §2 50. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked, that, according to 








the computation of the Senator from ar Y 
there would be $150,000 to be paid io Gales 


























































Seaton, and $50,000 to Blair & Rives . TAPP 
of March, for those portions of the pablicatat, Me 7 wa 
quired by this bill, which those gentlemen have pnt. 

hand ready for delivery. For, if each of 4. . McRO 
proprietors have 1,000 copies of the printed his m¢ 


on hand, they can be delivered on that da 
both together get cliecks on the treasury wie 
ing to $200 000. 
Mr. ALLEN said he found, on examingtic 
that the debates during the first session in 
he had been in Congress formed four volumes 
the standard size required by the bi'l; therefore 
took it for granted that be might assume, as a} 
average for the whole term from 1789 to the Dre 
ent time, two volumes per session—not ig}; 
account of extra sessions; so that, the period be; 
54 years, 108 volumes would be required: whid 
at $5 each, would make, for 1,000 copies, g549 
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ae ne ordered. 

This, then, was the new burden to be pat un The questic 
an exhausted treasury; andfor what? To enrig 


: ; sited in th 
a couple of editors of partisan newspapers— : 

mest monstrous proposition ever heard of yné 
any Government. And this proposition cop 
from those who prate so much about retrene 
ment! Bat he saw, when the matter was placed 
its true light, an evident shrinking—the gentleme 
were not prepared to stand up to it. And he coq 
tell them that, if their bitterest enemy were ap 
ious to stimulate them to rush headlong upon the 
own destruction, a more effectual mode of doing 
could not be effected than to urge tkem to p 
this bill. But he and his friends had a higher dy 
to perform than that of letting the opposite pa 
ruin itself; they had to do their duty to the con 
try, and save it from the infliction of such a mo 
strous outrage. 

Mr. WALKER, from the beginning, saw th 
the editor of the Globe had nothing to do witht 
introduction of his name into this bill. Hisé 
nunciation of such use of bis name was no mo 
than he anticipated. The Glote never had been 
participator in these book jobs. But he would 
glad to know how much had been paid to Ga 
& Seaton on such jobs. He would venture 
say that not less than from one to two hund 
thousand doliars of the public money had been th 
disposed of, for the promotion of party purposes. 

He hoped that, by this time, the friends of th 
bill had seen enough to convince themselves tt 
it could not be passed. After so many hours 
vainly attempting it, it was surely time for them 
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abandon their purpose. led 4 
Mr. WOODBURY adverted to the fact that ‘ 
statutes of New Hampshire were published in iy p,, quest 
best style—each volume containing 600 pages en!, and de 
$1 75 per volume. Gentlemen did not seem '0 HB) 4° follow 


aware of the magnitude of the undertaking. Th 
were about contracting for 100,000 volumes—eq de, Fe 
to the largest of the public libraries. mith of Connes 

The question was then taken on Mr. Tarranti@Woodbury, aod 
amendment, to |cave the publication open to comm NAYS—Mees 


YEAS—Messt 






c 
petition, and resulted in the negative—yeas wr Hanting 
nays 22, as follows: mith of Indian 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cal!ot Some verba 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, McDuffie, McRoberts, Rives, Sev on of Messr 
Smith of Connecticut, Surgeon, Tappan, Walker, Will d necessar 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—20. - y 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, B Rives hav 
Choate, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ke Mr. WRIC 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Smith of lodge 
Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—2. ee od - 

Mr. HENDERSON then moved the sei ; y 
amendments he had proposed, by which the nt Mr WRI 
ber of volumes from 1789 to 1824 would be limi odin : 
ed to twelve; and the debates already publ ma for earr 
the Register of Debates, from 1824 to 1631, On this m, 
be left out; ihe number of volumes from 18373 | oo 
1844 being limited to seven. . £28 follow 

These amendments, and all alterations o " misian 
bill requisite in consequence of them, were adoply™. ort, Fee 
without any division on the question. _ meet of Conne 

By one of these amendments, the CongressDigiwdury, an 
Globe and Appendix, and the names of Bia Clayu 
Rives, were stricken oat of the bill. adie Henderso 
Mr. KING moved to strike out the words, Smith 


urchase;” which was agreed to. } 
. Mr. McROBERTS moved to strike oat “] Mr, TAP 
copies,” and insert “300 copies;” and on this 
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TAPPAN suegested that 100 would be more 
M78 ae for the use of the General Gov- 


Os. McROBERTS accepted the suggestion, and 
"hig motion to strike out 1,000, and insert 


Me question was then taken, and decided in the 
ive—yeas 19, nays 21, as follows: 
Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun 
Fulton, King, McDuffie, McRoberts, Rives, Sevier, 
“sh of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
nogbury, and Wright—19. 
ye—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
1 Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
‘ngton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Porter, Smith of 
vg Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—21. 
ur. WRIGHT moved to amend the third see- 
oa, by striking out the words “io be distributed in 
manner as Congress shall hereafier diree!;” 
ghich he called for the yeas and nays; which 
ge ordered. ; 
The question on this amendment was taken, and 
agited in the negative—yeas 19, nays 21, as fol- 
yeas~Meeers. Allen, by, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
ruhbert, Fulton, King, McDuffie, McRoberts, Rives, Sevier, 
nof Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
odbury, and Wright—19. ; 
NaYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
ord, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Kerr, 
yum, Merrick, Miller, Porter, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, 
nite, and Woodbridge—21. 
Mr. TAPPAN moved a proviso, that the dis- 
bution of such copies shall not be made by this 
srany future Congress; on which the yeas and 
ys were called for, and ordered. 
The question was then taken on this amendment, 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 26, nays 11, 
§ follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Jnoun, Conrad, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Hen- 
on, King, McDuffie, McRoberts, Mangum, Rives, Sevier, 
mith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
jaiker, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—26. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Choate, Dayton, Evans, 
wt, Merrick, Miller, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—11. 
Mr. McROBERTS moved that the Senate do 
bow adjourn. On this question he called for the 
asand nays; which were ordered. 


The Senate refused to adjourn—ayes 14, noes 


Mr. ALLEN moved to insert a proviso, that, 
before any contract or agreement made under the 
yovisioas Of this bill, and entered into, shall be 
nding, such contract shall be reported to both 
Houses of Congress; and, ualess approved of by 
jem, shall not be valid.” On this question he 
alied for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
The question was then taken on this amend- 
eal, and decided in the negative—yeas 19, nays 
pe, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
uhbert, Fulton, King, McDuffie, McRoberts, Rives, Sevier, 
mith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Yoodbury, and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
phoate, Conrad, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Hen- 
wn, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Porter, 
nith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—22, 
Some verbal amendments were made at the sugges- 
on of Messrs. KING and HENDERSON, render- 
( becessary in consequence of the names of Blair 
Rives having been siricken out. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to strike out the words 
such as are contained in that pertion of the se- 
s already published.” 

Toe amendment was adopted. 

Mt. WRIGHT next moved to strike out the 
‘section, which was that making the appropria- 
on for carrying out the proposition. 

On this motion he called for the yeas and nays, 
uch were ordered, and resulted—yeas 19, nays 
p, 88 follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
‘ert, Fulton, King, McDuffie, McRoberts, Rives, Sevier, 
b of Connecticut, Stur eon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 

Mayen Wright—19. 

‘AYS—Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 

Clayton, Conrad, Crittenden, Dayton Evans, Gra- 

2, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 

~~ on of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Wood: 


Mtr, TAPPAN moved to strike out the words 
mes & Seaton,” and insert “some suitabl: 
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gentlemen opposite what confidence they would 
have in the impartiality of Blair & Rives, in se- 
lecting materials for such a pudlication? And if 
they wonld not be willing to intrust them, how 
could they ask the Democratic party to have confi- 
dence in the impartiality of Gales & Seaton. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said, possibly the objection 
might have some weight, if the proposition was for 
Gales & Seaton to write speeches and debates for 
publication; but the contract was to be simply for 
republishing speeches and debates already pub 
lished. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had no disposition to cast 
any imputation on Gales & Seaton’s integrity; nor 
did he imagine the Senator from Ohio had. By 
an arbitrary rule, just adepted at the instance of 
the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Henperson,] 
the debates from 1789 to 1824 were to be com- 
pressed into 12 volumes; and the power to select, 
compress, and cut down these debates, was to be 
given to Gales & Seaton. Now, if be (Mr. B.) 
was in the present majority, he would not—at least 
he thought he could not—persuade his friends to 
choose Blair & Rives for executing such a task. 
Such a man as Jared Sparks would be a proper 
person to make the compendium; for, notwith- 
standing all that had been said, be considered Jared 
Sparks an honest man. [The French map being 
mentioned,}] Ay, notwithstanding the French map. 

Mr. BENTON. That map killed him, sir. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN pointed out a few reasons 
which induced him and his friends to prefer Gales 
& Seaton to any one thatcould be selected. They 
alone possessed the materials for the compilation. 

Mr. BENTON remarked that he could find, in 
the Library of Congress, abundance of materials 
for the compilation; and, he would venture to say, 
far better than Gales & Seaten cou!d possibly have. 

Mr. CRII'TENDEN had no doubt the Senator 
so believed; but he was equally certain he was mis- 
taken. Mr. C. then passed a warm eulogium on 
Mr. Gales, and concluded by declaring he did not 
know a man so well qualified for the task in every 
particular. 


Mr. BUCHANAN disclaimed any imputation 
inconsistent with the highest respect for Gales & 
Seaton. What he said, and intended to say, was, 
that no party editors should have the compilation; 
for, unless a person, so associated with party, were 
an angel, he could not divest himself of some pre- 
judice likely to operate unconsciously. 
knowing it, he would necessarily find himself giv- 
ing preference to the speeches of his own party, or 
overestimating their value, and underestimating 
those of the opposite party. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN (if he understood the Sen- 
ator) supposed he would hardly intrust this publi- 
cation to any but an angel. Now, if the Senator 
can get an angel to turn editor, he was ready to 
give him the preference over Gales & Seaton; but, 
as the work must in reality be done by mortal 
man, and not by angels, he would sooner take 
Gales & Seaton than others, when all must have 
some political feeling in a country like this, and no 
one else had equa! abilities and materials for per- 
forming the task. 

Mr. BUCHANAN knew the Senator had a 
great deal of the milk of human kindness in his 
composition, but he did not suppose it would carry 
him so far as to say that Nicholas Biddle would 
be an impartial person to choose for selecting mate- 
rials for the history of the United States Bank. 
And as to angels, he could hardly persuade 
himself that the Senaior would prefer them to 
Gales & Seaton as editors of this work. 

Mr. BENTON now produced and referred to 
numerous large volumes of newspapers from the 
Library of Congress, containing a continuous series 
of debates from 1789 to the Jate war; from which 
he showed that debates were reported in full, and 
in the handsomest style. 

Mr. SEVIER asked the Senator to give way for 
a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. BENTON said there was no occasion. He 
was quite fresh and vigorous, and had just waked 
up from the sofa, where he had recruited himself 
for this night’s work. He meant first to prove 
that others could perform this task quite as well, if 
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not better, than Gales & Seaton. The messengers 
were bringing him in the folios as quick as they 
could, and had yet a cartload in reserve. 

Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment; and on 
this questien called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered; and 

The Senate refused to adjourn—yeas 19, nays QL. 

Mr. BENTON then proceeded to turn over the 
debates in the .folios of newspapers before him, 
commenting on them as he proceeded. While do- 
ing so, some laughter occurred; upon which he said 
this bill was not a subject for joking, it was too 
abominable for that—it was damnable. He could 
tell gentlemen it would and should be fought 
against, if every day and night, witheut intermis- 
sion, till the 4th of March, was to be spentin the 
contest. It should go abroad in every direction, 
and to the most remete recesses of the Union, that 
the public business had been entirely superseded at 
the close of the last session of this expiring Con- 
gress, to enable gentlemen from whose hands the 
power they had so much abused was departing, to 
pension their partisan press. Mr. B. spoke with 
great energy and effect for more than half an hour, 
pointing outall the iniquities of this proposition. 

The question was then taken on Mr, Tapran’s 
amendment to strike out “Gales & Seaton” and in- 
serta “suitable person,” &c.; and decided in the 
negative—yeas 16, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Fulton, King, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith, of Coonecticut, Tap- 
pan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—16 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, 


Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—19. 


Mr. ALLEN observed that the Senate having 
been eight hours in session, it was now time to ad- 
journ. He, therefore, moved an adjournment, and 
called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The Senate again refused to adjourn—yeas 16, 
nays 20, as follows: 

YEAS—Meesssrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun® 
Fulton, King, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Tap- 
pan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—|16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 


Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—20. 


Mr. WOODBURY woved to strike out the 
words “$5 per vulume,”’ and insert “$3 per volume.” 

On this motion the yeasand nays were called 
for, and ordered; and resulted—yeas 16, nays 20, 
as follows: 


YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cathour, 
Fulton, King, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tap- 
pan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wnght, and a 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—20. 


Mr. WOODBURY next moved to amend the 
4th section, by making the appropriation oaly ex- 
tend to the present year, leaving each succeeding 
year to be appropriated for in the ordinary appro- 
priation bills. 

On this amendment the yeas and nays were call- 
ed for, and or.'ered; and resulted—yeas 16, nays 20, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Conrad, 
Fulton, King, McRoberis, Sevier, Smith of Connectient, Tap- 
pan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Miller. Morehead, Porter, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Talimadge, and Woodbridge—20. 

Mr. BENTON said there was one part of the 
bill which admitted of amendment as long as a 
figure of it held together—he meant the proposition 
of paying for 1,000 copies. He had a great many 
amendments to offer on that poin'; and to give him- 
self latitude enough, he would begin with a rise of 
50 copies over the rejected number movedas a sub- 
stitute by the Senator from Illinois; and so going on, 
50 ata time, till he could get some of his amend- 
ments to stick. He did not doubt that the stars 
now beaming in on the windows, would give way 
to the rising sun before they were all got through. 
He would begin with 150 He therefore moved 
to strike out 1,000, and insert 150; and on this mo- 
tion required the yeas and nays. It would bea 
good day’s work to save the country hal! a mil- 
lion of dollars in one day; and it made him quite 
fresh and vigorous to think of it. Ble felt that he 
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could hold out a couple of days and nights, with- 
out sleeping or eating, to effect so much good. His 
friends been now nine hours battling the mon- 
ster, and be would try his hand for nine hours 
more. The Senator from Kentucky had made a 
very acourate calculation the other day, that 40 or 
50 bills might have been in the two hours 
which had been devoted to Sir Robert Peel’s con- 
struction of the treaty; and, by the same rule, the 
nine hours lost in persevering with this bill, might 
have enabled the Senate to pass 300 bills awaiting 
the action of Congress. All this was to fasten on 
the treasury this great printing job for a partisan 
press. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
substitute 150 for 1,000, and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 17, nays 20, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Fulton, King, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tap- 
aa ve Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 

NA 8—Messre. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 


Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—20. 


Mr WALKER moved to lay the the bill upon 
the table; and, on this motion, called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on his motion, and 
decided in the negative—yeas 16,nays 21, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Fulton, 


King, McRoberts, Sevier, Bmith of Connecticut, Tappan, 
r, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
—16, 


NAQ#S—Messrs. Archer, Batrow, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunt- 
ington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Smith of 
In Sprague, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—21. 


Mr. BENTON next moved to strike out 1,000, 
and insert 200; and on this he called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and resulied in the negative—yeas 16, nays 18, as 
foliows: 


YEAS8—Messrs. Alien, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Fulton, 
King, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, 
Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young— 
16 


NAYs— Mesers. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, Conrad, 
Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Morehead, Porter, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, ,Tall- 
madge, and Woodbridge—18. 

Mr. BERRIEN moved to strike out 1,000, and 
insert 950. 

Mr. KING could see no reason why either 1,000 
or 950 copies should be specified. It was perfectly 
clear that the object was to subscribe for that num- 
ber of copies not wanted, merely to put that much 
money in the pockets of the contractors. He had 
been present at the conclusion of many sessions, 
but had never seen anything so exceptionable as 
this. The books were not wanted—certainly not 
to the extent of even950. The Senator is very adroit, 
buat he cannotescape. (Mr. Benton: he can’t escape. ] 
He had been desirous of divesting the bill of itsparti- 
san character, but the proposition was rejected. He 
believed the people would cry out shame, asa 
Senator from New Jersey, the otherday,on another 
subject, applied to the Senators on this side. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut observed, that had 
the people of this country not been exceedingly 
credulous, the Whig party would not have had the 
opportunity this day to draw from the treasury 
half a million of dollars, to be given to their 
political friends; but what he rose for was, to ad- 
jure the Senate to turn their attention to the private 
bills for the relief of destitute and deserving claim- 
ants. 

Mr. BENTON had listened with pleasure to the 
appeal of the Senator from Alabama, upon genile- 
men on the other side to give the data upon which 
they claimed 1,000 or 950. 

In the Arabian Nights Entertainments there were 
1,001 stories; but no reason was rendered for that 
particular number, neither could gentlemen give 
a reason. He professed to be a reasonable man, 
and he wanted the reason in this case. As the 
proposition now stood, there was not the semblance 
of a reason why the number should be 950. The 
British Parliament introdaced a sliding scale of 
duties—perhaps the Senator from Georgia would 
consent to a sliding vote upon this question. 

Mr. BERRIEN stated that his object was to 
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counteract a purpose that was avowed for delay. 
The Senator from Missouri bad given notice that 
he would begin with 150; and, that failing, would 
rise progressively 50 ata time; and, therefore, he 
(Mr. B.) proposed a motion to substitate 950. He 
proceeded to argue that it was the opposite side 
which was obstructing the public business. 

Mr. ALLEN complimented the Senator from 
Georgia upon the fair, frank, and manly manner 
in which he bad placed the issue of responsibility. 
The question then was, How came this bill up? 
It was by the vote ofa majority in this body—out 
of its order on the calendar—and by a motion to 
lay aside all previous orders to give it a preference. 
The Senate was asked to swallow this bill with all 
its enormities. Bat it shonid be resisted by motion 
after motion till twelve o’clock at night on the 3d of 
March. And onemotion he would make would be 
to lay iton the table, with a view of taking up the 
retrenchment bill; and then, if gentlemen voted 
down that motion, let both parties go before the 
country with those two bills in their hands. And 
all the real necessity of this bill was to give a party 
printer an enormous job. The Senator said a good 
deal about the rights of the majority. All this 
was every geod; but the majority had no right to 
disfranchise the minority. 

Mr. WALKER called the attention of the Sen- 
ate to the calendar of 13th February, to show that 
this bill was not reported to the Senate on that day. 
He asked, when was it reported to the Senate? 

The CHAIR answered, on the 16th of Feb- 
ruary. 


Mr. WALKER, in continuation, said the num- 
ber of the bill was 128; and he found only five 
other bills of later numbers. How, then, did it 
happen that this bill should be taken up in prefer- 
ence to any previous bills on the calendar? Was 
it for a public necessity, or a private necessity? 
Was the emergency that of the country, or that of 
an individual? It was one of a grossly partisan 
character. 

This was a question on which he was ready to 
go before the country, and vindicate the stand the 
Democracy had made. If this bill had been 
reached in its regular order, there might have been 
some little pretext for maintaining its place. Would 
any Senator deny that there were many bills on 
the calendar of vastly more interest than this bill 
to provide for a partisan printer? 

Mr. WOODBURY asked, when had this subject 
been introduced, and how? 

The CHAIR said, by resolution, on the 15th of 
February. 

Mr. WOODBURY then asked what publie in- 
terest required that all other business should be sac- 
rificed for this bill. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut pointed to the im- 
propriety of the course now pursued by the friends 
of this bill, as the strongest proof that it was they 
who should bear the responsibility of the obstruc- 
tion which this discussion had occasioned. He 
moved to postpone the bill, with a view of taking 
up the pension bill for the relief of the widows of 
the soldiers of the Revolution. 

The motion was negatived. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Bernten’s 
motion to substitute 950 for 1,000. 

Mr. BAGBY characterized the course pursued 
by the majority en this bill as the most extraordi- 
nary that he had ever witnessed on this floor. In 
all measures, two questions were to be considered: 
first, whether a proposition was necessary; and, 
next, whether there were means to carry it out. 
Here was a case wholly destitute of those requi- 
sites. 

This bill ought to be called a bill for the relief of 
certain partisan editors; and, in justification of that 
title, gentlemen had refased to insert an amend- 
ment that this work should be confided to a ‘‘suit- 
able person.” 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut moved to postpone 
the bill till Wednesday, in order to take up the bill 
a the relief of the widows of revolutionary sol- 

iers. 

Mr. MOREHEAD asked whether the National 
Intelligencer was not the organ of the administra- 
tions of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, and Mr. 
Monroe? 
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the editors could make money out of the aane - 
trations alluded to, they were; but, the m 
they found they could make more by the op 
party, they went over to it, and have so contiane 
ever since. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he understood , 
the organs—and the confidential OFgans—of the a4 
ministration during the war; and that they sto; 
by Mr. Madison on the bank question. _ 

Mr. BAGBY asked this question: If the 
was prepared to confide the history of Jeffers 
Madison, Monroe, and Washington, to persons “a 
had shown themselves opposed to the Principles of 
these greatmen? Would it be proper to confide 
the parliamentary and constitutional history of the 
country to the opponents of the Principles of Jef. 
ferson, Madison, Monroe, and Washington? He 
would not go to a prejudiced jury, nor to q Preju- 
diced author, for an impartial verdict or a histo 
He wanted the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth. He did not ask for a Democratic 
author to compile such a work, and God forbid be 
should ask for a Whig author. 


Mr. WRIGHT rose to say a few words in ref. 
erence to a collateral issue made by the Senator 
trom Georgia. It was, as to who and what 
should bear the responsibility of delaying the pub. 
lic business. Gentlemen had talked of the Tights 
of the majority; and he had alsoa few words to 
say in favor of the rights of the minority. Tha 
minority has a constituency at home, whose inter. 
ests it is their duty to take care of. Now, by the 
vigorous resistance made by the minority to-day, 
the constituency of all had been saved $200,000. 
That was not a bad day’s work. It was worth 
contending for. Itis pressed as the most import 
ant bill on the calendar. Was not the minority 
entitled to form its own opinion on that point? 
There are but five bills on the ealendar later than 
this. The present bill is 128. Of the other five, 
two have been passed. A third is a private bill; 
and the last is a proposition to give lands to the 
States for the deaf, dumb, and blind. And now, 
because a bill, which is narrowed down to a profit- 
able job to partisan printers, is opposed, the minor- 
ity is to be chargeable with obstructing the public 
business, by resisting it! This was an issue upon 
«hich he was perfectly ready and willing to go be- 
fore the country. 

Mr. HENDERSON said, if he could have fore- 
seen what the minority now considered their daty 
and their right, he should have had no part in 
bringing forward this bill. It has become simply 
a question whether the majority can passa bill. 
Are they to yield up their judgment, and become 
as if they were the minority? Could he have fore- 
seen this delay of the public business on the 
calendar, he would much sooner have foregone the 
bill; but, when it now assumes the position, wheth- 
er the majority is to surrender up its rights, be 
could not entertain the idea of making any sacri- 
fice. 

Mr. BAGBY moved an adjournment; on which 
motion he called for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

The Senate refused to adjourn—yeas 16, nays 
18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Fulton, King, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Wal: 
ker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—l6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, 
Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadgs, 
and Woodbridge—18. 

The pending question was to postpone this bill 
till Wednesday, for the purpose of taking up the 
bill for extending the five year pension law for the 
widows of the revolutionary soldiers. 

Mr. BUCHANAN stated that, upon every prin 
ciple of duty and feeling, he felt bound to vote for 
this postponement, that the bill for the relief of tbe 
widows of the revolutionary soldiers might be 
taken up. f 

The question was then taken on the motion (0 
postpone till Wednesday, and decided in the negt 
tive—yeas 16, nays 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Fulton, King, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Wa! 


ker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—!6. 
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mw SEVIER said he bad hitherto absiained 

taking partin the debate; and it was not his 

pow to consume much time, but merely to 

a as it was bis habit to do, everything which 

spcurred in the natare of @ partymovement. About 

«time two years ago, the Senate was engaged, 

ing to its usual practice, in electing a printer; 
the minority on that occasion being the party 
qhich now forms the majority, did not think it unbe- 
ing to contendjuntil a very late hour, and then, 
goding that their opposition was likely to beunsuc- 
gessfal, to leave the Senate without a quorum. And 
ye could mention some other instances where an ex- 
je had been set by gentlemen opposite, (then in 
sminority,) Which, if followed now, would ena- 
ble the minority to contend successfully. He 
ceived, however, that his friends opposite had 
changed their views, and were now of the belief that 
was the duty of the minority not only to stand 
their ground, but to submit to the will of the 
majority without resistance. 

Yes, you cut and ran, but we have not followed 
your illustrious example; and, besides, we might, 
by following your example in another instance, 
save ourselves the trouble of offering resistance 
pow. A contract was made, and bonds entered 
to with a public printer; and yet you did not 
scruple to break that contract, and give the print- 
ingto another; and now, when, according to the 
course of human events, you find your power 
almost at an end—-when you find yourselves on 
your death-bed—when you are about ‘breathing 
your last—already enveloped in your shrouds—I 
will not say, aS Was said by the former distinguish- 
ed Senator from Kentucky, in reference to his 
political opponents—that you are about to enter 
ibe cart with ropes about your necks—you are dis- 
posed to bequeath a sort of legacy to these same 
printers, for whose benefit you broke the contract with 
Blair& Rives; and I confess they richly deserve such 
abequest at your hands, for they have managed 
your cause with ability; they have given you power 
and responsibility for a time; they have made you 
what you are; and you would be an ungrateful set 
of fellows if you refused to reward them. I am 
surprised that you gave up the $200,000, and 
agreed to make the donation only $60,000. I 
would have gone to the whole extent, and not abated 
adollar. Now, notwithstanding the notable exam- 
ples you have set us, we do not intend to run away; 
we will sit in our places until the hand of the clock 
points to the hour of twelve; and we shall be suffi- 
ciently rewarded for holding out a few hours longer, 
if we shall succeed in preventing this job by (which 
you would be the better enabled to carry on the 
war against us) from being effected. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN entertained a sincere re- 
gard for the Senator who had just sat down, and, 
knowing it was contrary to his usual habit, he 
felt at a loss to know why he had indulged in that 
course of personal asperity, calculated to effect 
nothing but angry feelings. What argument was 
there in such taunts as, “you are on the last 
gasp”—“going to your death”—and the Senator 
could hardly forbear saying, “like criminals in 
carts with ropes about your necks.” 


Mr. SEVIER interposed to state that what he 
had said was, that he would not apply tothe Whigs 
the epithets of Mr. Clay to the Democratle party 
when going out of power, that they were like crim- 
= ons to their deaths with ropes about their 


Mr. CRITTENDEN asked, was it magnani- 
mous to make even this allusion to a great man, 
now in private life, who had once been the grace 
and ornament of this hall. 

Mr. SEVIER disclaimed any unparliamentary 
use of that Senator’s language. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not really know upon 
what grounds gentlemen assumed the despotic 
‘aunts which they were so liberal in throwing out 
against the party now in power. He rather 
onahe they would find their anticipations ground- 


As to the course pursued by his friends when in 
the minority, he would ask, Was it not better to 
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quit the hail, than to try to defeat the will of the 
majority by mere brute force? 

Since it had come to a mere question of physical 
endurance, and the gentlemen opposite had fully 
proved their capacity for defeating the rights of the 
majority, he would, to put an end to such a con- 
test, move to go into executive session. 

Mr. FALLMADGE hoped no!: his motto was— 
“Never say die.” 

The yeas and nays were then called for and or- 
dered on the motion to go into executive session; 
and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 18, 
nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Crittenden, Fulton, Graham, King, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Dayton, Evans, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Porter, Sim- 
mens, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—15. 

So the Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
executive business; and, having spent a short time 
therein, at 10 o’clock, p. m., adjourned—having 
been 12 hours in session, without intermission. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mowpay, February 27, 1843. 

Mr. A. MARSHALL presented the petition of 
Albert Reed, and seventy seven others, citizens of 
Lincolnville, Maine, praying for an increase of 
duties on jumber and fish. 

Mr. LOWELL presented the petition of John 
Balch, jun., and forty-nine other citizens of Pres- 
cott, Maine, praying Congress for an additional 
duty on sawed tumber, spars, piles, wood, bark, 
&c., from the British Provinces; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HASTINGS presented the memorial of 
37 farmers of Carroll county, Ohio, asking Con- 
gress to equalize the tariff, and in just reference to 
their staples of wool and hides. 

Also, the memorial of 18 farmers of Columbiana 
county, Ohio, on the same subject. 

Mr. H. DODGE presented the petition of Samuel 
Lane, of Milwaukie county, Territory of Wiscon- 
sin, asking Congress to refund to him a certain 
amount of money overpaid by him in the pur- 
chase of a tract of land in the Milwaukie land dis- 
trict. 

Also, a petition from the town of Racine, Racine 
county, Territory of Wisconsin, asking Cengress 
that a tri-weekly mail may be established from Ra- 
cine to East Troy, in the county of Walworth, by 
the way of the town of Rochester. 

Mr. BOYD presented the memoria! of Dr. John 
B. Hubbard, and 43 other citizens of Mills’s Point, 
Kentucky, in favor of relieving A. Kendall from 
all liability on account of a judgment obtained by 
Stockton and Stokes against said Kendall, for cer- 
tain acts of his as Postmaster General: referred to 
the Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST asked leave to present a 
resolution from the Committee on the Library, au- 
thorizing the purchase of so many sets of the laws 
of the United States, not exceeding eighty, as may 
be necessery to replace those which have been lost, 
provided that the same can be purchased at a cost 
not exceeding five dollars a volume. 

Objected to, and not received. 

Mr. BRIGGS called up his motion, made some 
days since, to print 2,500 extra copies of the report 
of the Committee on the Post Office Department, 
and called for the previous question on the motion. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON desired, before the 
House voted, to see the papers which it was pro- 
posed to print. 

The SPEAKER said they were not in the 
House, having been sent to the printer, on the 
order to print the ordinary number of copies. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked if he was not en- 
titled to have the papers read, about which he was 
called to vote. 

The SPEAKER said they could not be read, 
because they had gone to the printers. 

The previous question having been seconded, 
and the main question ordered, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table; which motion was decided in 
the negative—yeas 72, nays 85. 

The motion to print was then agreed to. 





Some conversation then ensued between Messrs. 
HOPKINS, A. V. BROWN, and the SPEAKER, 
on the vote by which the bill of Mr. J. Campsstt, 
to suspend the districting section of the apportion- 
ment bill, was losta few days ago, and to which 
Mr. CampseLt called the attention of the House 
on Saturday. It was not understood to lead te 
any action of the House. 

On motion of Mr. GENTRY, the following bil! 
was taken up, read a third time, and passed: 

An act to perfect the titles to lands south of the 
Arkansas river, held under New Madrid locatiens, 
and pre-emption rights, under the act of 1814. 

Mr. WISE presented a communication from 
Lieutenant Hunter, of the United States navy, in 
relation to his submerged propellers; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. TRUMBULL, a resolution 
was agreed to, authorizing the Clerk of the House 
to continue the employment of Simon Brown, a 
messenger in his department, during the recess; 
his services being necessary, there being many 
thousand volumes of books to be despatched to the 
members of the present Congress. 

Mr. TOLAND submitted a resolution to author- 
ize the Select Committee on the case of Mr. Jona- 
than Roberts, the recently removed collector of 
Philadelphia, to sit during the sessions of the 
House. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN objected. 

Mr. TOLAND moved a suspension of the rules; 
but the motion was not agreed to, (83 voting in the 
affirmative, and 65 in the negative,) the majority 
being less than two-thirds. 

The House having resolved to terminate the de- 
bate en the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill 
at 3 o’clock to-day— 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee cf the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. YORKE wished to offer a resolution of in- 
quiry. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. ADAMS also desired to offer a resolution. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HOUSTON wished to make a report from 
a standing committee. 

Objection was made. 

The question was taken on going into commiitee, 
and decided in the affirmative—ayes 102, noes not 
counted. 

Before the Speaker left the chair, 

Mr. ADAMS rose, and asked leave, by general 
consent, to offer a resolution providing that, when- 
ever a vacancy shall occur on the bench of the Su- 
preme Court, the vacancy shall be supplied by the 
appointment of a citizen from one of the r on-slave- 
holding States; and all succeeding vacancies that 
may happen shall be supplied in like manner, until 
four-fifths of the judges shall be citizens of the non- 
slaveholding States; and concluding with a resolu- 
tion directing the Commitiee on the Judiciary to 
bring in a bill forthwith to carry the above pro- 
visions into effect. 


Mr. BOYD and others objected to the reception 
of the resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays on its 
adoption. 

The SPEAKER said they could only be taken 
by general consent. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The House then resolved itself into a Committes 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Frs- 
SENDEN in the chair,) and took up the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic service 
of the Government for the fiscal year ending Jane 
30th, 1844. 

The pending question was upon the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
C. Brown] to the proposed amendment of the 
Select Committee, to the item for the “survey of the 
United States, including compensation of superin- 
tendent and assistants, one hundred thousand dol- 
lars;” which amendment provides that hereafter the 
superintendence of the coast survey shall be placed 
in the hands of the Navy Department, and con- 
ducted by navy officers; and that the appropriation 
shall be $40,000, instead of $100,000. 
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Mr. EVERETT gave his views at length upon 
the subjec’ 

Mr. RANDOLPH defended his colleague {Mr. 
Aycnico) for the course he bad pursued in je- 
lation to the coast survey. Living, as they did, 
on the Atlantic coast, and witnessing, annually, 
wrecks strewed on their shores, and poor weather- 
beaten mariners crawling to land, and begging 
their way through the country, with bare heads 
and exposed feet, they were extremely anxious 
that the coast survey should be hurried on, that 
mariners might have the guidance of charts, and, 
by their aid, be enabled to avoid those pcints on 
which their vessels, with their cargoes and their 
hopes, were wrecked together. He next examined 
the mode of operation of Mr. Hassler, the superin- 
tendent of the coast survey, and the progress he 
had made, to show the necessity of resoriing to a 
change, both of persons to execute the work, and 
of the system by which it was (o be accomplished. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD expressed a desire to offer 
some remarks on an amendment he intended to 
submit hereafter, and which he would be prevented 
from offering by the arrival of the hour of three 
o’clock. 

The CHAIR decided that it would not be in 
order. 

Mr. WISE expressed the hope that the commit- 
tee would come to a vole upon the amendments. 
He hoped that which had been offered by his col- 
league, [Mr. Maviory,} and which, after the full- 
est conference, had received the approval of four 
out of five of the select committee on the coast 
survey, would be adopted. 

Mr. RANDOLPH offered an amendment, which 
the Chair decided to be out of order. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said it struck him that these 
coast surveys ought to be dismissed entirely. Some 
gentlemen seemed to think Mr. Hassler was the 
only man in the country capable of carrying on the 
coast survey. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL wished to know who 
said so. 


Mr. AYCRIGG remarked that many members 
had said so. He heard Mr. Hassler say so himself. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said that what he and 
other gentlemen who had defended Mr. Hassler 
contended, was, that by his attainments and 
experience he was the most capable and proper 
person in the country to carry on the survey. They 
did not, however, contend that Mr. Hassler was the 
only man who was capable of conducting it. 


Mr. MALLORY remarked that the work was 
now unfinished; and to take it altogether oui of the 
hands of those who had conducted it thus far, 
would be doing an injury. He thought that the 
work should be taken out of their hands, but not 
suddenly and abruptly, without securing to the 
Government the benefit of their experience. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON contended that, as the 
Select Committee proposed to organize the board 
of officers of the coast survey, Mr. Hassler and 
his assistants would constitute a majority, and, 
therefore, have contro! over the whole work. 

Mr. MALLORY said he would explain that 
also. It was known that he entertained no very 
great respect for Mr. Hassler; yet it was due to 
him, as late superintendent of the survey, that he 
should be placed in a situation where he could ex- 
plain bis conduct and illustrate his views. 

Mr.CAVE JOHNSON said it was not neces- 
sary to give him a majority on the board in order 
to do that. 


Mr. MALLORY said he would not bave a ma- 
jority. Two of Mr. Hassler’s assistants differed 
from him materially. Mr. H., then, did not have 
a majority, but it was a fair board. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said the board ought to be 
constituted of army and navy officers—the best 
qualified being selected—and not by men whese in- 
terest it would be to carry on the survey in the most 
expensive way. 

Mr. C. BROWN remarked that his amendment 
would bring about the object which the gentleman 
desired. 

Mr. CALHOUN next obtained the floor, and 
read from a report of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, made some years since, to show that the sur- 
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navy officers. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of the gontleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. C. 
Brown,] reducing the appropriation from $100,000 
to $45,000, and the amendment was negaiived. 

Mr. RANDOLPH offered an amendment appro- 
priating $10,000 to reduce the field notes already 
taken to paper, in liea of the $100,000 for carrying 
on the survey in future. 

Mr. MALLORY opposed the amendment, and 
contended that it wou!d confer on the superintend- 
ent more power than he now possessed. It would 
not effect the reform which it was intended to bring 
about, and the $10,000 would do nobody any good 
but Mr. Hassler. 

The amendment was rejected, 

The question recurred upon the amendment of 
the select commitiee, offered by the gentlemanjfrom 
Virginia, [Mr. Matuory,} and published in the 
proceedings of Saturday. 

It was agreed to without a division. 

The clause appropriating $13,381 69 forthe sup- 
port of the pententiary in the District of Co- 
lumbia having been read— 

Mr. BOARDMAN offered an amendment, re- 
ducing the appropriation to $5,000. He knew of 
nothing peculiar in that institution to render so 
large an appropriation for ils support necessary. 
The penitentiary in his State, as well as the peni- 
tentiaries in severai other States, paid their own ex- 
penses; and the institution here, by proper manage- 
ment, might be made to do the same thing. He 
thought the adoption of the amendment would com- 
pel those who had the power to do so, to reorganize 
the institution. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that he had been informed 
that contracts had been made for the services of the 
convicts, which had not yet expired; and this was the 
reason why the expenses could not yet be reduced. 
Though he believed it right to punish men for 
crimes, yet he could not go so far asto shut them 
up and starve them, which would be the case at 
this penitentiary if the amendment were adopted. 
Ifanything could be done to reorganize the insti- 
tution, he would readily agree to it. He did not 
pretend to know much abont this institution; but he 
had reason to believe that it had been improperly 
managed. 

Mr. BOARDMAN answered that there was mon- 
ey enough io last till next July, so that the prison- 
ers could notstarve before the meeting of the next 
Congress. He believed that the reduction of the 
appropriation would compel the inspectors to ap- 
point proper officers who would reform the institu- 
tion. 

Mr. MALLORY said that one of the reasons for 
the great cost of the penitentiary was the shortness 
of the time for which so many of the prisoners 
were sentenced. Many of them were sentenced 
for only twelve months, and were released before 
they could learn a trade, so as to be profitable te 
the Government. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that the reason why 
so much money was annually paid out to keep 
these prisoners from starving, was the improper 
management of the institution. Most of the hands 
were empleyed in making shoes; and, instead of 
the superintendent’s purchasing materials, and 
having the work done on the account of the insti- 
tution, and sold at a profit, the hands were hired 
out to aman named Hoover, who was making a 
very profitable speculation of it. He had been fur- 
nished with a comparative statement, showing the 
prices paid by the master workmen of this city to 
their journey men, and the prices paid by Hoover to 
the penitentiary for similar work; from which it 
appeared that the penitentiary received from 200 
to 300 per cent. less than the prices paid by master 
workmen to their journeymen in this city. Now 
it was by keeping these hands working for com. 
paratively nothing, for favorites, that the Govern- 
ment sunk annually some $15,000 on this institn- 
tion. He believed that the reduction of the appro- 
priation would compel the inspectors to put thei: 
work up to the prices of other manufacturers here, 
and by tbis means effect the reform that was so 
much needed. He did not, however, believe that 
the appropriation should be reduced so low as 
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A reduction to $10,000 wo 
opwion, be low enough, 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said that, jf the 
tices complained of exisied, it was not the fan 
the superintendent. He had only to eneieicen 
daties of his office according to law. He the 
(bat that officer had complained of the syste 
said that, if he bad the right to purchase ma an 
and have the work done and sold on account of 
penitentiary, he could double his money, _ 
of the reasons of the great cost of the peniten:: 
was that referred to by his colleague. The rom 
could not learn a trade, so as to be profitable tothe 
institution, in so short a time as twelye Months, 
The evil complained of could not be Corrected b 
reducing the amount of the appropriation. It = 
only by a change of the existing system of 4j 
sing of the work of the convicts, that a reform 
could be effected; and, from some inquiries he had 
made, he bad ascertained that this had lately been 
done. 

The question was then put on the amen 
and it was agreed to. 


CANAL ACROSS THE ISTHMUS OF pa. 
RIEN. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD offered an amendment, ap 
propriating $5,000 for the employment of an agent 
to inquire into the progress and character of the 
work now going on to connect the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans by a canal across the Isthmus of 
Darien, and to asceriain upon what terms the same 
may be used by the citizens of the United States. | 

Mr. FILLMORE raised the point of order, that 
the amendment could not be received, inasmuch as 
it contemplated an appropriation for an object not 
recognised by law. 

This question was discussed by Messrs. ADAMS, 
UNDERWOOD, FILLMORE, CUSHING, and 
C. J. INGERSOLL; and, 

The CHAIR having decided the amendment to 
be out of order, 

Mr. CUSHING appealed; when 

The committee, on taking the question, over- 
ruled the decision of the Chair. 

After a few words from Mr. FILLMORE and 
Mr. CUSHING, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD made some remarks on the 
importance of this undertaking to the commerce of 
this country, but particularly to the valley of the 
Mississippi. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL also advocated the se- 
curing to the commerce of this country the ad- 
vantages that were to be derived from facilities of 
transit across the Isthmus. 

Mr. CUSHING proposed so to amend the 
amendment, as to embrace a railroad as well as, 
or in lieu of, a canal, in the contemplated means 
of crossing the Isthmus. 

Mr. KING advocated the appointment of an 
agent to convey the American mail across the 
Isthmus—the Governments of England and of 
France now having agents for that purpose. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD agreed to modify his 
amendment by the iutroduction of the word “‘com- 
munication,” instead of “canal” or “railroad,” or 
any other descriptive term, so that the objects of 
all gentlemen might be embraced; and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


Mr. J. P. KENNEDY submitted an amendment, 
to appropriate $4,000 to repave the public store of 
the city of Baltimore; which, after a few words 
from Mr. MERIWETHER and Mr. KENNEDY, 
was adopted. 

Mr. SHIELDS submitted an amendment ap- 
propriating $5,000 for the repairing of the circuit 
and district court room of the United States at (as 
was understood) Mobile, where the honorable gea- 
tleman said the courts were held in a portion of the 
custom-house, which was set apart for that pur 

ose. 

Mr. KING moved to insert $50,600 for a cus 
tom-house at Savannah: rejected. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to insert $500 for 
a survey of Block island, according to a resolu‘ion 
of the House: rejected. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
appropriation of $100,000 for the custom-house at 
Beston; and called for tellers. 
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The question was taken, and resulted—ayes 54, 
58; po quorum. 
second count by tellers was had, and resulted 

ayes 76, noes 66. j 

So the motion to strike out was agreed to 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to insert $50,000 for 

ing the contractors, under contracts made by 

Government of the United States, for comple- 
ting tbe Boston custom-house. 

r. KING moved to amend the amendment, by 

ing $25,000 for the custom-house at Savannah. 

Toe CHAIR ruled this amendment out of order. 

The amendment of the gentleman from Massa- 
eposetis (Mr. WINTHROP] was rejected. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to insert $50,000 for 

Boston custum- house. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved te amend the amendment, 
by adding “for paying contracts made without au- 
ihority of law:”* rejected—ayes 36, noes not 
counted. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
ihe gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mattory,] and 
resulied—ayes 71, noes 47. No quorum. 

On again taking the question, the amendment 
was adopted—ayes 86, noes 40. 

Mr. HOLMES moved to strike out $8,000 as 
the sam appropriated towards the repair of the 
Charleston custom-house and post office, and insert 
in lieu thereof, “seven thousand and ten dollars:” 
rejected. 

Mt, McKAY offered an amendment, making an 
appropriation for the rebuilding of the custom- 
house at Wilmington, N. C., which was burnt 
by the great fire of 1840. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the amendment, being for 
tbe creation of a new work, was not in order; and 
the Chair su cecided. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST offered an amendment 
appropriating $450 io make a survey of Block 
Island. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to add thereto 

5,000 for a custom-house at Savannah. 

The CHAIR ruled both of these amendments out 
of order. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the appropriation 
formaking out registers of vessels, lists of crews, 
&c., be reduced from $10,000 to $4,000: agreed 
to, 

A motion was made by some member (who was 
not seen) to strike out the appropriation of $150 for 
lighting Pennsylvania avenue: rejected without a 
division. 

CITY WATCH. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, an amendment 
was adopted appropriating $300 for contingencies, 
fuel, lights, &c., for the city watch. 

BOOKS. 


The clause appropriating $47,162, for payment 
for books ordered by the resolution of the House of 
the 8th August, being read— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to the appro- 
priation, on the ground that it was for an object not 
recognised by law. 

The CHAIR decided that it was in order. 

Mr.CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike it out; 
which motion was rejected. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL offered an amendment 
appropriating $5,@00 for a commercial agent to 
Europe: rejected. 

DOCUMENTARY HISTORY. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
clause appropriating $27,650 for the Documentary 
History of the United States: rejected. 

Mr. MERIWETHER then offered an amend- 
ment to the section, providing that the work shall 
not be extended beyond the third volume: re- 


jected. 
COAST OF AFRICA. 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY offered an amend- 
ment appropriating $5,000 for the payment of a 
commercial agent, to reside at Liberia, or on the 
coast of Africa: rejected. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, an amendment 
was adopted appropriating $$800 for an index to 
the documents connected with the offices of the 
. ~ Comptroller and First Auditor of the Treas- 


Mr. FILLMORE offered an amendment appro- 
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priating $10,000 for the payment ef the agents em- | 
ployed to negotiate the late loans; which amend- | 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr, OSBORNE offered an amendment appro- 
priating $10,000 fur rebuilding the beacon at Black | 
Rock, Connecticut. | 

Mr. O. asked leave to explain the objects of his | 
amendment; but was called to order by several, | 
and not allowed to proceed. 

Mr. OSBORNE next asked to have acommuni- | 
calion from the Treasury Department on the sub- | 
ject read. | 

Objected to by several. 

The CHAIR direc'ed the Clerk to read the com- | 
munication; and, the Clerk baving read a part of | 
u— 

Mr. PAYNE interrupted him, and asked the 
Chair if that paper could be read, afier its being 
objected to. 

_ The CHAIR said that he did not hear the objec- 
tions. 

Mr. PAYNE said that objections were made by 
several gentlemen on his side of the House. [A 
vcice on the extreme righi: “And by several on 
this side, also.”] Mr. P. wished to know if objec- 
tions were listened te from one section of the 
Union, and not the other. 


the chair. 

Mr. PAYNE. Well, sir, how does it happen 
that objections have been received in a case simi- 
lar to the present, while the objections now made 
were not received? 

The CHAIR said that he permitted the paper to 
be read, observing that it would be read if no ob- 
jections were made; and that he did not bear any 
objections. 

Mr. PAYNE. Well; it seems, sir, that you did 
not wish to hear them. 

Mr. GILMER said that the fact of the Chair’s 
not hearing the objections was no reason why the 
reading should be allowed togoon. As soon as 
he was informed that objections were made, it was 
his duty to arrest the reading. 

The CHAIR decided differently, and directed 
the Clerk to proceed with the reading of the paper; 
which was accordingly done. 


Mr. TURNEY wanted to know the difference 
between this amendment of the gentleman from 
Connecticut, and the one of the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. McKay.] Both were to re- 
build works that were destroyed. The one offered 
by the gentleman from North Carolina was decided 
to be out of order, while the one of the gentleman 
from Connecticut was decided to be in order. 

The CHAIR said that the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee was not in order. 

Mr. KING said that the very paper just read 
showed that the amendment was oat of order; for 
it proposed to build a new work. 

The CHAIR said that the gentleman from Geor- 
gia was not in order. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. PROFFIT offered an amendment to pro- 
vide that the surveys of light-houses shall be under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. POWELL offered an amendment appro- 
priating $5,000 for the completion of the Potomac 
bridge; which was agreed to. 

Some other amendments were proposed and neg- 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL offered an amendment 
to appropriate $500 for a consul at Beyrout; which 
was agreed to, 

Mr. BOTTS submitted an amendment, to be in- 
serted immediately after the items under the head 
of “foreign intercourse,” providing that no part of 
any appropriation thereby made sbould be a 
plied to the payment of the salary or outfit of any 
minister, chargé des affaires, or other foreign rep- 
resentative, who may be appointed to any post | 
now vacant, or in which a vacancy shall exist 
during the present session of Congress, unless | 
the appointments to fill such vacancy shall be 
made by and with the advice and con-ent of the 
Senate. 

The amendment was agreed to—76 voting in the 
affirmative, and 67 in the negative, 


The CHAIR. Not by the present incumbent of 


| 
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Mr. BOARDMAN cffered ao amendment to 
the 1iems making appropriations fur the Post Of- 
fice Department, providing that no special or tray- 
ejing agent ot the Post Office shall receive more 
than $1,000 per annum, in addition to $2 a day for 
his travelling expenses. The amendment was 
agreed to, 

7" me other unimportant amendments were then 
made. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, by instruction of the Li- 
brary Committee, offered an amendment, appropri- 
ating $20,000 for publishing an account of the dis- 
coveries of the exploring expedition, under the su- 
pervision of the Joint Committee on the Library. 

This amendment was agreed to—ayes 91, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS moved that the commit- 
tee rise, (half past 4 o’clock:) rejected—ayes 67. 
noes 69. 

Mr.C J. INGKRSOLL offered an amendment, 
authorizing a quarter’s extra pay to the clerks, of- 
ficers, pages, &c., of the House. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

The several amendments offered to the bill by 
the Committee on Pablic Buildings (with one ex- 
ception) were adopted. 

The amendment of the Committee on Pablic 
Buildings appropriating $30,000 for the erection of 
a new building to accommodate the Warand Navy 
Departments, was ruled out of order. 

Mr. BOARDMAN offered an amendment, ap- 
propriating $200 to two fire companies, near the 
Capitol and the Presideni’s House: rejected. 

Mr. KING proposed an amendment, inserting 
$105,000 for carrying the mail across the isthmas 
of Darien: rejected. 

Mr. BRONSON offered a proviso, limiting the 
expenses of the courts of the United States, (partic- 
ulars could not be gathered:) agreed to. 

Mr. GILMER moved to reduce the appropria- 
tion for the Commussicner and other officers of the 
General Land Office, and their clerks, from 
$98,500 to $95,000; the effect of which will be to 
cut off the salaries of the Recorder and Solicitor of 
the General Land Office: agreed to—ayes 91, noes 
not counted. 

At five minutes to 5, Mr. WELLER moved 
that the committee rise, and report the bill. The 
motion was agreed to, and the committee rose. 

Amidst a general struggle, Mr. AYCRIGG ob- 
tained the floor, and offered an amendment to the 
bill (understood to be in relation to the coast sur- 
vey.) He also called the previous questivn. 

Mr. HUNTER rose and asked leave to offera 
resolution of inquiry. 

Leave having been given, 

Mr. HUNTER offered a resolution requesting 
the Secretary of the Treasury to cause an examin- 
ation to be made into the justice of the claim of 
Robert C. Jennings, Jas. Roddy, and others; and 
make a report to the next sessien of Congress. 

The resolation was agreed to. 

The following message was received from the Pre- 
sident of the U. States, in reply to aresolution of the 
House of the 22] instant, communicating a report 
from the Secretary of State on the subject of the 
claim set up by the British Government to visit 
American vessels, together with the correspondence 
between Lord Aberdeen and Mr. Everett on the 
subject: 


Wasnincton, February 27, 1843. 
To the House of Representatives: 

In compliance with the resolation of the House 
of Representatives of the 22d instant, requesting 
me to communicate to the House ‘whatever cor- 
respondence or communication may have been re- 
ceived from the British Government respecting the 
President’s construction of the laie British treaty 
concluded at Washington, as it concernsan alleged 
right to visit American vessels,” I herewith trans- 
mit a report made to me by the Secretary of State. 

I have also thought proper 'o communicate 
copies of Lord Aberdeen’s letter of 20th December, 
1841, to Mr. Everett; Mr. Evereit’s letter of the 
23d December, in reply thereto; and extracts from 
several letters of Mr. Everett to the Secretary of 
State. 

I cannot forego the expression of my regret at 
the apparent purport of a part of Lord Aberdeen’s 
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despatch to Mr. Fox. I bad cherished the hope = 


that all possibility of misunderstanding as to the 
true constraction of the 8th article of the treaty 
lately eoncluded beiween Great Britain and the 
United Siates, was precluded by the plain and well- 
weighed language in which it isexpressed. The 
desire of both Governments is to put an end, 
as speedily as possible, to the slave-trade; and 
that desire, 1 need scarcely add, is as strongly 
and as sincerely felt by the United States as 
it can be by Great Britain. Yet it must not 
be forgotien that the trade, though now uni- 
versally reprobated, was, up to a late period, 
prosecuted by all who chose to engege in it; 
and there were unfortunately but very few Chris- 
lian powers whose subjects were net permitted, and 
even encouraged, to share in the profits of what 
was regarded as a perfectly legilimate commerce. 
It originated at a period jong before the United 
States had become independent; *and was carried 
on within our borders, in opposition to the most 
earnest remonstrances and expostulations of some 
of the colonies in which it was most actively prose- 
cuted. Those engaged in it were as little liable to 
inquiry or interruption as any others. Is charac- 
ter, thes fixed by common corsent and general 
practice, could only be changed by the positive as- 
sent of each and every nation, expressed either in 
the form of municipal law o1 conventional ar- 
rangement. The United States led the way in ef- 
forts to suppress it. They claimed no right to dic- 
tate to others, but they resolved, without waiting 
for the co-operation of other powers, to prohibit it 
to their own citizens, and to visit its perpetration 
by tbem with condign punishment. I may safely 
affirm that it never occurred to this Government 
that any new maritime right accrued to it from the 
position it had thus assumed in regard to the 
slave-trade. If, before our laws for its suppres- 
sion, the flag of every pation might traverse the 
ocean unquestioned by our cruisers, this freedom 
was not, in onr opinion, in the least abridged by 
our municipal legislation. 


Any other doctrine, it is plain, would subject to 
an arbitrary and ever-varying sysiem of maritime 
police, adopied at will by the great naval power 
for the time being, the trade of the worid in any 
places or in any articles which such power might 
see fit to probibit to 11s own subjecisorcilizens. A 
principle of this kind could searcely be acknow!- 
e ‘ged, without subjecting commerce to the risk of 
constant and harassing vexations. 


The attempt to justify such a pretension from 
the right to visit and detain ships upon reasonable 
suspicion of piracy, would deservedly be exposed 
to universal condemnation; since it would be an at- 
tempt to convert an established rule of maritime 
Jaw, incorporated as a principle into the interna- 
tional code by the consent of ali nations, into a 
rule and principle adopted by a single nation, and 
enforced only by iis assumed authority. To seize 
and detain a ship upon suspicion of piracy, with 
probable cause and in good faith, affords no just 
ground either for complaint on the part of the na- 
tion whose flag she bears, orclaim of indemnity on 
the partof the owner. The universal law sanc- 
tions, and the common good requires, ‘he existence 
of such arule. The right, under such circum- 
stances, noi only to visit and detain, but to search 
a ship, is a perfect rigbt, and involves neither re- 
sponsibility nor indemnity. But, with this single 
exception, no nation has, in time of peace, any au- 
thority to detain the ships of another upon the high 
seas, on any pretext whatever, beyond the limits of 
the territorial jurisdiction. And such, I am happy 
to find, is substantially the doctrine of Great Brit- 
ain herself, in her most recent official declarations, 
and even in those now communicated to the House. 
These declarations may well lead us to doubt 
whether the apparent difference between the two 
Governments is not rather one of definition than of 
principle. Not only is the right of search, proper- 
ly so called, disclaimed by Great Britain; but even 
that of mere visit and inquiry is asserted with qval- 
ifications incopsisient with the idea of a perfect 
right. 

In the despatch of Lord Aberdeen to Mr. Eve- 
rett, of the 20th of December, 1841, as also in that 


jast received by the British moister in this coun- 
try, made to Mr. Fox, his lordship declares that if, 
in spite of ail the precaution which shall be used 
to prevent such occurrences, an American ship, 
by reason of apy visit cr detention by a British 
cruiser, “should suffer loss and injary, it would 
be followed by prompt and ample remuneration,” 
and in order to make more manifest her inten- 
tions in this respect, Lord Aberdeen, in the des- 
patch of the 20th of December, makes known to 
Mr. Everett the nature of the instructions given to 
the British cruisers. These are such as, if faith- 
tully observed, would enable the British Govern- 
ment to approximate the standard of a fair fin- 
demnity. That Government has, in several cases, 
fulfilled her promises in this particular, by making 
adequate reparation for damage cone to our com- 
merce. It seems obvious to remark, thata right 
which is only to be exercised under such restric- 
tions and precautions, and risk, in case of any as- 
signable damage, to be followed by the conse- 
quences of a trespass, can scarcely be considered 
anything more than a privilege asked for, and 
either conceded or withheld on the usual principles 
of international comity. 


The priaciples laid down in Lord Aberdeen’s 
despatches, and the assurances of indemnity there- 
in held out, although the utmost reliance was placed 
on the good faith of the British Government, were 
not regarded by the Executive as a sufficient secu- 
rity against the abuses which Lord Aberdeen ad- 
mitted might arise in even the most cautious and 
moderate exercise of their new maritime police; 
and, therefore, in my message at the opening of 
the Jast session, I set forth the views entertained by 
the Executive on this subject, and substantially af- 
firmed both our inclination and ability to enforce 
our own laws, protect our flag from abuse, and ac- 
quit ourselves of all our duties and obligations on 
the high seas. In view of these assertions, the 
treaty of Washington was negotiated; and upon 
consultation with the British negotiator as to the 
quantum of force necessary to be employed, in or- 
der to atiain these objects, the result to which the 
most deliberate estimate led was embodied in the 
8th article of the treaty. 


Such were my views at the time of negotiating 
that treaty, and such, in my opinion, is its plain 
and fair interpretation. I regarded the 8th article 
as removing all possible pretext, on the ground of 
mere necessity, to visit and detain our ships upon 
the African coast, because of any alleged abuse of 
our flag by slave-traders of other nations. We 
had taken upon ourselves the burden of prevent- 
ing any such abuse, by stipulating to furnish an 
armed force regarded by both the high contracting 
parties as sufficient to accomplish that object. 


Denying, as we did and do, all color of right to 
exercise any such general police over the flags of 
independent nations, we did not demand of Great 
Britain any {ormal renunciation of her pretension; 
still less had we the idea of yielding anything our- 
selves in that respect. We chose to make a prag- 
tical settlement of the question. 
what we had already done upon this subject. The 
honor of the country called for it; the honor of its 
flag demanded that it should not be used by others, 
to cover an iniquitous traffic. This Government, 
Iam very sure, has both the inclination and the 
ability to do this; and, if need be, it will not con- 
tent itself with a fleet of eighty guns; but, sooner 
than any foreign Government shall exercise the 
province of executing its laws and fulfilling its ob- 
ligations—the highest of which is to protect its flag 
alike from abuse or insult—it would, I doubt not, 
put in requisition for that purpose its whole naval 
power. The purpose of this Government is faith- 
fully to fulfil the treaty on its part; and it will not 
permit itself to doubt that Great Britain will com- 
ply with it on hers. In this way, peace will best 
be preserved, and the most amicable relations 
maintained between the two countries. 


JOHN TYLER. 
The Clerk had read but a small portion of the 
message, when the reading was arrested; and, 
On motion of Mr. BOTTS, 
The House adjourned. 


This we owed to | 





IN SENATE. 


Toxspay, February 28, 1843. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen 
aie a communication from the Treasury De : 
ment, transmitting statements of contracts, of se 
ments made for miscellaneous claims, and p 
penditures from the marine hospital fund: wht 
was ordere@ te lie on the table, 5 whieh 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reporied back, without amendment, 
with a recommendation that it do pass the we 
from the House entitled “‘An act to repeal so m ' 
of an act making an appropriation for the tem 
rary support of certain destitute Kickapoo Indians, 
as relates to the payment of clerks charged with 
their business as trustees.” 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made an adverse report (which was order 
ed to be printed) on the petition of Samuel Bing. 
bam. 5 

On motion of Mr. &., the same committe 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of Benjamin Crawford, praying indem. 
nity for losses sustained in consequence of hayj 
his trading establishment broken up by officers of 
the United States. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance 
reported back, without amendment, the bill from the 
House authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to refund to David Watkinson & Co. a part of 
the duties imposed on a certain quantity of tin ana 
iron imported by them into the port of New York. 

Also, reported back, with an amendment(which 
was ordered to be printed) the bill from the House 
for the re-issue of treasury notes, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. E. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the House to pro- 
hibit any extra allowances to officers of the Goverp- 
ment, reported the same back, with the opinion of 
the committee that the passage of the bill was un- 
necessary, extra allowances being now prohibited. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
Lexington, Kentucky, setting forth that, in conve- 
quence of obstructions in the navigation of the 
Western rivers, great loss of life and property was 
sustained, and asking Congress to make some pro- 
vision for the removal of such obstructions. The 
petition was ordered te lie on the table. 

The following engrossed bills were read the third 
time, and passed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Richard Patten. 

The bill to revive the act entitled “‘An act to en- 
able claimants to land within the limits of Missouri 
and the Territory of Arkansas to institute pro- 
ceedings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 
proved the 26th of May, 1824; and the act amend- 
ing the same, and extending the provisions of said 
acts to claimants to land within the States of Lou- 
isiana and Mississippi. 

The bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller. 

The bill to repeal certain parts of the act enti- 
tled ‘An act respecting the organization of the 
army, and for other purposes,” approved the 234 
of August, 1842. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bryan, Harrison 
Young, and Benjamin Young. 

The bill declaring Robbinston, in the State of 
Maine, to be a port of delivery. 

The bill to extend the Patent Office to Ninth 
street, 

The bill to permit the entry of merchandise re- 
covered from shipwrecks, in certain cases, free 
from duty. 

The bill to apply certain alternate sections of the 
public domain towards the completion of works of 
internal improvemert in the State of Michigan, 
and for other purposes, was ordered to be engross- 
ed, after being amended in several particulars, on 
the suggestion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana. 
bill was subsequently passed. =e 

The bill to amend the laws relating to imprison: 
ment for debt in the District of Columbia, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Duncan L, Clinch was 
considered as in committee of the whole; and, there 
being no amendment proposed, it was reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. This bill was subsequently passed. 
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The bill to settle the title to Pea Patch island, 
as taken Up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. CLAYTON said the bill was imperfect in 

ticulars; and he moved an amendment, 

ving power 0 the commission created by it to 

F opel the attendance of, and to administer oaths 

witnesses; and limiting the reception of evidence 

. the commission to such as was admissible by the 

roles of law, &e. 
amendment was agreed to, 
Mr. MILLER was understood to inquire wheth- 
athe parties had consented to the’ terms of the 


i CLAYTON replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked, that he would 
move to strike out that portion of the bill making 
appropriation to satisfy the award, unless it would 
interfere with the arrangement between the parties. 
would be in time to make the appropriation 
ghen the award was fixed. 

Mr. CLAYTON replied, that that provision of 
ibe bill was a part of the arrangement; and, unless 
i, was retained, it would defeat the compromise. 

Mr. MILLER moved an amendment, the pur- 

of which was not heard; which was opposed 
by Messrs. CLAYTON and BAYARD, and finally 

isagreed to. 

r. WOODBURY said he could not vote for 
the bill to pay an award which was not to be as- 
certained by an officer of the Government, who 
was responsible to the Government. The award 
should also be ascertained before the appropriation 
was made. 

Mr. KING did not perceive that there could be 
any objection to making the conditional appropria- 
tion in the bill. ‘The bill, he believed, was well 
guarded. 

There being no further amendment proposed, the 
bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. It was subsequently 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition of Joshua Reynolds, an officer 
of the Revolution, praying the revival of the pen- 
sion act of July, 1838. 


On motion by Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition of the widow of Joshua 
Conkey, praying for a pension; and from the peti- 
tion of Azel Spalding, for compensation for his 
services as pension agent. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported back, without 
amendment and with a recommendation that they 
do pass, the following bills from the House, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Hugh Riddle, of the 
State of New York. 

The bill to revive an act entitled “An act for the 
relief of John Darlin.” 

The bill for the relief of Mary McGee and Su. 
san Pierce, heirs atlaw of George Neilson. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which memorials and resolutions of 
State Legislatures upon the subject had been re- 
ferred, reported a bill for the protection of com- 
merce and the construction of harbors on the 
lakes; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, without amendment, the 
bill from the House relating to the taking of testi- 
mony in cases of contested elections, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. KERR, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, reported back, without 
amendment, and with a recommendation that it 
do pass, House bill for the relief of Samuel K. 
Jennings. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Public Buildings and Grounds, reported back, 
without amendment, House bill for the relief of 

Skirving. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported back, without amendment, and 
Wilb a recommendation that it do not pass, the 
bill for the preservation of the collection of natural 
curiosities furnished by the exploring squadron, 
and from other sources. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the House 
bill to provide the means of future intercourse be- 
tween the United States and the Government of 
China. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the Senate took 
up, as incommittee of the whole, the bill for the 
reduction of the rates of postage. 

Mi. MERRICK-explained that this bill, as it 
now stood, was founded on the idea that the bill 
to suppress the transportation of mailable matter 
by private expresses, and the bill to make perma- 
nent contracts with railroad companies for trans- 
porting the mail, would become laws at this ses- 
sion. Though ene of the bills—that for the 
suppression of private expresses—had passed the 
Senate; yet, he had no hope that either could be 
got through the other House this session. If those 
bills had become laws, a great reduction could 
have been made in the rates of postage. The de- 
partment could have encountered the great reduc- 
tion proposed in this bill, if such had been the 
case; but, failing to accomplish their passage, the 
head of the department could not give his consent 
to the reduction proposed by this bill. 

Mr. M. then proposed to amend the bill so as to 
provide that for all distances under 5 miles, 
there shall be a charge of 5 cents postage on let- 
ters; for all distances over 30 miles, and not ex- 
ceeding 100 miles, 10 cents postage; for all over 
100, and not exceeding 220 miles, 15 cen's; for 
all over 220, and not exceeding 400 miles, 20 cents; 
and for all distances exceeding 400 miles, 25 cents 
postage. This, he said, was in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Postmaster General. 


Mr. SIMMONS suggested that considerably more 
revenue would be obtained by the department, if 
the rate of postage for carrying letters for thirty 
and forty miles was fixed at 10 cents, instead of 15 
cents, 

Mr. MERRICK said he could no’, at this Jate 
day of the session, undertake to accept, or consent 
to the adoption, of any proposition in lieu of the 
responsible recommendations of the head of the de- 
partment. It was too late in the session to under- 
take to prepare a system of measures different from 
that proposed in the amendment he had submitted. 
Considerable improvement would be effected by 
the passage of the bill, by conforming the rates of 
postage to the Federal coin. If the amendment 
suggested by the Senator was adopted, it would ef- 
fect too greata reduction. He hoped it would not 
pass. 

Mr. WRIGHT remarked that the bill, instead 
of proposing reduction in the rates of postage for 
distances now chargeable with 124 cents postage, 
actually increased it from 124 to 15 cents. He 
asked the chairman of the Post Office Committee 
whether he would have any objection to fixing the 
distance at 150 instead of 100 miles as chargeable 
with 10 cents postage. 

Mr. MERRICK said it was impossible to do 
otherwise than as was proposed by his amendment. 
It was true there was an increase on the letters 
heretofore chargeable with 124 cents postage—the 
postage on such letters was increased to 15 cents; 
but those now chargeable with 183 cents would be 
hereafter subject to 15 cents postage only. There 
was a diminution of the postage in the aggregate, 
though there was an increase in this particular. 

Mr. WRIGHT, after a few remarks, moved 
to strike out 100, and insert 150; the effect of 
which would be, if adopted, to make all letters 
carried that distance chargeable with 10 cen‘s post- 
age only. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. MERRICK, 
KING, and WRIGHT, the question was taken on 
the amendment proposed by the latter Senator, and 
disagreed to. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by the chairman of the Post Office Com- 
mittee, [Mr. Merrick,] and it was agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK moved another amendment, 
(whieh was agreed to,) striking out three, and insert- 
ing one cent for drop letters. 

There being no further amendment proposed to 
the bill, it was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
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to be engrossed for a third reading. This bill was 


| 


subsequently read the third time and passed. 

Oo motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate then 
proceeded to consider, as in commitiee of the whole, 
the bill making appropriations for the fulfilment of 
treaty stipulations with the Indian tribes, and for 
the support of the Indian department for the half 
calendar year of 1843, and the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1844. 

Mr. EVANS moved to amend the bill, by re- 
ducing the appropriation for the fulfilment of the 
treaties with various tribes, for the fiscal year, from 
$757,675 to $749,065; which :um, he said, was 
amply sufficient. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS moved another ame ndment, which 
was understood to authorize the transfer of moneys, 
heretofore appropriated, from one bead of appro- 
priation to another. Mr. E explained that 
this was rendered necessary to enable the depart- 
ment to settle the accoun's of the distursing offi- 
cers. Those officers stood charged on the books of 
the department as defaulters, because they had, in 
the prosecution of the war in Florida, been com- 
pelled to take money appropriated to one specific 
object, and apply it to another object. They were 
not, in fact, indebted to the Government one cent; 
but if they should die, they would stand charged on 
the books of the department as defaulters. This 
amendment was, therefore, intended merely to give 
authority to the Secretary to transfer money from 
one head of appropriation to another, to enable the 
accounts of the officers to be closed up and balanced 
on the books. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked, that the only ob- 
jection be had to this course was, tha! it was coun- 
tenancing the application, by the disbursing offi- 
cers, of more money to any object than was in- 
tended by Congress to be applied to such object. 
It was, in effect, giving the powcr of appropriation 
to the disbursing ¢flicers. 

The amendmeat was agreed to; and the bill was 
reported to the Senate. 

Mr. TAPPAN inquired wiether there was any 
appropriation in the bill to satisfy the treaty stipu- 
lations with the Wyandot Indians. 


Mr. EVANS replied, that there was no such 
appropriation in the bill, nor had any application 
been made for such an appropriation. It appeared, 
by the treaty with those Indians, that it was agreed 
that they should be paid, for their improvements on 
the land purchased from them, such an amount, on 
a fair valuation, as those improvements were 
worth. It was estimated at the department that 
the amount to satisfy the value of this property 
would not exceed $20,000. Appraisers were ap- 
pointed to ascertain the value of the improvements; 
and, on an é¢xamination of some papers from the 
department, it appeared that the persons appointed 
to make the appraisements had returned appraisais 
to the amount of $125,000, instead of $20,000, as 
contemplated. The Commissioner of Indian Af. 
fairs had expressed his surprise at the valuation 
affixed to some of the property. Under the cir- 
cumstances, he (Mr. E.) did not think it would be 
proper, without farther investigation of the matter, 
to make any appropriation for the purpose, 

Mr. TAPPAN remarked, that the Government 
had stipulated to pay whatever, on appraisement, 
the property was ascertained to be worth. He 
presumed the appraisers were some particular 
friends of the present Administration. If improper 
persons had been appointed as appraisers, and the 
appraisement was exorbitant, it was no fault of 
the other party to the agreement; and, whatever the 
amount of the valuation was, they were entitled to 
it by the stipulations of the treaty. It was no rea- 
son for withholding the appropriation from the In- 
dians, because those appointed to protect the rights 
of the Government had returned an exorbitant 
valuation. All that was left the Government to do 
now, was, to make the appropriation. He there- 
fore moved to amend the bill, by inserting the sum 
of $125,937 24, the amount of the appraisement. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana made some remarks, 
showing the exorbitant character of the valuation 
attached to some of the buis and fruit-trees by the 
appraisers. 

Mr. EVANS remarked, that the land acquired 
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from those Indians, he believed, amounted to only 
about 20,000 acres; and he considered the amount 
of the valuation five times as great as it should 
have been. 

Mr. ALLEN expressed himself in favor of the 
amendment. 

Mr. TAPPAN demanded the seas an! nayson 
the amendment, which were ordered; and the ques- 
ion being pat On agreeing to il, it was decided in 
ihe negative—yeas 12, nays 18 

The bill was then reported to the Senate; and the 
amendments of the committee being concurred in, 
it was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 
Subsequently, the bill was read the third time, and 
passed. 

Oa motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate took up, 
as 1p Commitiee of the whol-, the bill making ap- 
propriation for certain fortifications for ihe balf 
calendar year of 1843, and for the fiscal year ending 
on the 30:b June, 1844. 

Mr. EVANS said no amendment had been pro- 
posed to this bill; that it did not appropriate the ese 
timates of the department by one balf. 

Mr. SEVIER, afirr afew remarks ip favor of 
an appropriation to repair and rebuild Fort Gib- 
son, which he said had been estimated for, moved 
$25,000 for that purpose. 

Mr. EVANS opposed this amendment; and 

Mr. CRITTENDEN svggesied that the appro- 
priation was not calied for, as the Secretary had 
Stated that, in his opinion, the means of defence 
on that frontier were ample, avd that there was 
not the least danger of any difficulty there. 

Mr. SEVIER replied, showing the importance 
of the appropriations. The Legislature of his 
State, believing it of much importance, bad in- 
structed his colleague and himself to make an 
effort to procure an. appropriation to strengthen the 
defences on the Arkansas frontier. He asked, if 
no danger was apprehended on that frontier, why 
was it that a whole regiment of troops had been 
placed there, without adequate barracks to protect 
them? 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Arkansas, and re- 
jectec—ayes 15, noes 16. 

Mr. SEVIER then proposed an amendment, ap- 
propriating $15,000 for repairing and rebuilding 
Fort Gibson. 

The question was puton this amendment, and 
it was adopted. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate. The 
amendments of the committee of the whole were 
concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. It was subsequently 
read the third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of James S. Calhoun was 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BATES moved to postpone the previous 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill re- 
viving the act of July, 1838, granting pensions to 
widows of revolutionary officers and soldiers. 

The quesiion was put on the metion, and it was 
disagreed to. 

The bill of the Senate to limit the use and to cor- 
rect the abuse of the franking privilege, was taken 
up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. MERRICK explained the provisions of the 
bill; when 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved to Jay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. MERRICK demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 
25, nays 10. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 

The bill relating to the application of the two 
per cent. fand of Mississippi having been returned 
from the House, with an amendment, was, on mo- 
tion by Mr. WALKER, taken up; and the amend- 
ment was concarred in. 

The bili for the relief of Mary W. Thompson, 
the widow of the late Lieut. Col. Thompson, of 
the army of the United States, was taken up as in 
committee of the whole; and, having been amended 
on the motion of Mr. EVANS, was reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. It was, subsequently, read the third time, 
and passed. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the bill making ap- 
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propriations for the naval pensions for the half 
calendar year ending 30h June, 1843, and the 
fiscal year ending on 30th June, 1844, was taken 
up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to strike from the bill 
the clause appropriating some $16,000 for the pay- 
ment of pensions to the widews and orphans under 
the act of the 31 of March, 1837. Mr. W. said 
this law was repealed in August, 1841, and he 
could not conceive by what right the Commissioner 
cf Pensions still admitted cases under it. Con- 
egress had repealed the law; and if its act was thus 
disregarded, the only thing that it could do to make 
its act of repeal effectual, vould be to withhold 
any appropriation for such pensions. 

Mr. EVANS explained that the Committee of 
Ways end Means in the other House had called 
upon the Commissioner of Pensiens to assign 
reasons why this appropriation was called for un- 
der an act which bad been repealed by Congrers. 
He informed the committee, that though the act of 
1837 had been repealed, still rights which had been 
acquired under it prior to its repea!, could not be 
affected by sach repeal. The department had so 
consirued the mater, as to allow pensions to the 
time of the repeal to such persons as were entitled 
under the act of 1837. He said it merely involved 
a question of construction of law; and it was with 
Congress to determine whether the construction 
given by the Commissioner was the correct one. 

Mr. WILLIAMS made some further remarks in 
upposition to the appropriation, which were not dis- 
tinctly heard. 

The question was then put on the amendment, 
aad carried in the affirmative—ayes 16, noes not 
counted. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. The bill 
was subsequently read the third time, and pas-ed. 

The bili for the relief of Nancy Poleresky was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, and, after 
a few words by Messrs. EVANS, KING, BATES, 
and McDUFFIE, as to whether there was nota 
new principle involved in its provisions, and there 
being no proposition to amend the bill, it was re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. The bill was subsequently 
read the third time, and passed. 

Senate bill 55, for the relief of James Taylor, 
was taken up as in committee of the whole, on an 
adverse report of the Cemmitiee on Claims, and 
indefinitely postponed. 

The following bills were then taken up as in 
committee of the whole, considered, reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and were subsequently read the third time, 
and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Daniel G. Skinner, of 
Alabama; 

The bill for the relief of John R. Williams. 


DISTRICT BANKS. 

The bill to extend the chariers of the District 
banks came up nextin order, es in committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. ALLEN moved that it be indefinitely post- 
poned, and on that motion demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. MILLER said it was a matter of consid- 
erable interest to the District that the chariers of 
these banks should be renewed. 

Mr. ALLEN said this bill for many years in 
succession had given rise to considerable discus- 
sion, and he hoped it would not now be allowed to 
interfere with the business of the Senate. 

Mr. MILLER observed that the charters would 
expire in July, 1844, and it was essential that they 
should know whether they were to have an ex- 
tension of them. They would not be able to ac- 
commodate the public, if left in a state of uncer- 
tainty; and if they were admitted by gentlemen to 
be of any atility to the public at all, he boped the 
bill would be at once acied upon. 

Mr. TAPPAN said there were some provisions 
in the bill which they had not time to examine. 

Mr. ALLEN contended that there was no ne- 
cessity for rechariering these banks. He believed 
there were no petitions on the subject, and he did not 
believe it was desired by the public; if so, the bill 
could be passed at the next session. 





Mr. ARCHER observed, that if the 
were certain to be renewed at the next S€S810n, he 
thought there could be no objection to renew yp 
now. It would be a very advantageous thi 

: Dg for 

the community that they should have timely 
notice. 

The question of indefinite postponement was 
cecided in the negative—yeas 17, nays 25. 

The bill was then taken up as in committee of 
the whole; when 

Mr. KING moved to lay the bill on the tabe! 
for the present, in order to proceed with other 
business. Upon this question the yeas and Days 
were ordered, and resulted—yeas 18, nays 28. 

Mr. ALLEN then moved to amend the bi! by 
adding the following proviso: 

Provided, That the stockholders of each of said banks shai} 
from and after the taking effect of this act, be liable in their 
individual character and private property for all the issues 
made and other obligations contracted by said banks, reaper, 
tively, im the eame manner, and to the same extent in all re. 
spects, asare partners of unchartered copartnerships and firms 
for the obligations contracted by such copartnerships and firms, 

Mr. A. proceeded to observe that the question 
of chartering banks was not a new one, and pub. 
lic opinion was almost unanimous upon the prin. 
ple of making bank stockholders liable, severally 
for the debts and liabilities of their banks. There 
had been sufficient epportunity during the ear| 
part of this session to bring forward this bill; but 
it had not been done, and it appeared evident to 
him that it was not intended that there should be 
apy investigation into the affairs of these banks, 

It was, he said, perfectly in accordance with 
one of the principles of bank tactics, to apply for 
a recharier at a time so near the end of the session 
as to make it impossible to enter into any investi. 
gation or Cebate upon the subject; and he put it to 
Senators, whether they were ready to say to the 
people, You shall trust these bank directors, al- 
though they refuse to be responsible. They refuse 
to have charters, unless they have with their char- 
ters the privilege of indiscriminate and illimitable 
plunder. The question bad been frequently before 
the people, and he had never seen an assemblage 
of the sovereign people—the only power in this 
country which was incorruptible and undefiled— 
he had never seen such an assemblage in which 
(whatever their opinions upon other matters) there 
were not at least a hundred to one in favor of 
the proposition of individual liability. He desired 
the yeas and nays upon his motion. 


Mr. MILLER hoped that this question was not 
to be again agitated. There had been no com- 
plaint made in reference to them; and he believed 
no reasonable objection could be urged against 
granting them an extension of their charters. He 
denied that the bill had been purposely kept back. 

Mr. ALLEN asked why this bill should be 
pressed upon them now, when another long session 
was to intervene before the expiration of their char- 
ters. The welfare of the banks—the advantage, 
the interests of the banks,—these were the consider- 
ations which were to urge them forward; while 
popular opinion, rolling into this Capitol from 
every quarter, like a catarac!, condemnatory of the 
principle of irresponsible banks, was to be totally 
disregarded. But he was told there were petitions 
in favor of rechartering these banks. Yes, petitions 
which had never been allowed to be read; petitions, 
of what nature no one knew. He would not go 
in'o the question of the general utility of banking. 
It was a momentous question—a question fraught 
with serious consequences to this country. He de- 
sired that it should come up at a time when & 
thorough and full discussion might be had upon it; 
and he could not consent to pass an act of this de- 
scription, at a time when the public mind was so 
deeply drawn to an investigation of the great ques- 
tion of banking, unti] a thorough investigation of 
that subject could be had. The American mind 
would not submit much longer to be trifled with. 
There was a power in the people which they did 
not delegate; and that power would yet be mani 
fested. They were disposed to suffer while evils 
were sufferable; bu: they bad likewise a stern and 
resolute will to redeem themselves from bondage 
and oppression in every form. 

Mr. CONRAD desired to knew whether, upon 
the question of making individual stockholders re- 
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sible, it was in order to discuss the question of 
Piviar rights? 
_ ALLEN contended that be was only follow- 
ing the practice which prevailed in that body. 
Mr. MILLER regretted that the gentlemen from 
Ohio bad diverted hiscensures from the banks, and 


jirected them against him. He intended that it 
spould be shown to the public by whose instrument- 
ity it was that the bill had been delayed. The 

niieman had accused hun of baving brooded 
over this bill for a very long time; and yet the gen- 
leman himself declared be was not prepared to 
act on the subject, but required a long session in 
which to discuss it. The gentleman had denounced 
al banks; did the people think with him? he would 
gsk. No; the people stood by their contrac's, and 
falfilled them; it was the gentleman alone who was 
desirous of destroying them. 

ur. ALLEN said the Senator had set out with 
the assumption that it was his intention to cast a 
censure upom bim for the performance cfhis duty. 
in this he was mistaken; but he must be permitted 
to speak, with the severity it deserved, of an at- 
tempt to ebtain, for a period of ten years, a charter 
for these banks, without even the privilege of ask- 
ing for the reasons upon which such au application 
was founded. He trusted Senators would join 
with him in giving a wholesome rebuke to those 
who were desirous of fastening upon the people of 
this District these banks, with all their imperfections 
on their heads, by their opposition to the passage of 
this bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT appealed to the Senate, in con- 
sideration of the period of the session and the con- 
dition of the business, to permit this bill to be laid 
aside for the present, that the more pressing busi- 
ness might be proceeded with. 

Mr. MILLER refused to accede 'o any post- 
ponement. 

Mr. SIMMONS arged that the question shou'd 
be taken upon the bill, without further debate. 

Mr. BENTON observed that it bad been the in- 
variable custom to bring forward bills of this na- 
tare at so late a period of the session as«to render 
it impossible to consider them maturely. 


Mr. BARROW said, the course pursued by Sen- 
ators on the other side, in relation to this bill, as 
wellas to that which had been under considera- 
tion yesterday, convinced him that it was the duty 
of Senators on this [the Whig] side to let them 
know, once for all, that the business of the Sen- 
ate would be proceeded with in the regular mode; 
and the responsibility of arresting the action of the 
Senate, if they persisted in doing so, would rest 
where it properly belonged. 

Mr. WALKER. What, sir, has it come to this: 
that when a bill for chartering half a dozen banks 
at a time—and not merely for a single year, but 
for ten years—is under consideration, no amend- 
ment is to be offered, and no discussion permitted? 
I know the actual power, and the claim to power, 
on the part of the banks, is great indeed; but I 
certainly never expected to hear that, upon asking 
acharter from the representatives of the States and 
the people, when fair and proper amendments 
were offered, all discussion was to be suppressed, 
and the vote to be taken in silence. And I will 
say to the Senator from Louisiana, and others upon 
that side, that, if they have not been enlightened by 
the experience of the last five years—by the light 
which has been shed upon the subject of banking 
since the special session of 1841—they certainly 
stand alone among the mass of the people of the 
country. Within the last twoor three years, we 
have bad an experience upon this subject equal to 
the experience of centuries. Like the light which 
has been travelling from the more distant of the 
fixed stars, ever since the cieation of the world, 
We are beginning to receive light upon this im- 
portant subject. 

One siggle word as regards the amendment. 
What is it? To render the stockholders individu- 
ally responsible for the money they issue. They 
ask the privilege of making money, not by coin- 
ing, but by stamping a money value upon paper. 

ey ask the privilege of exercising this attribute 
of sovereignty, by making money out of that 
Which has no intrinsic value, and for the redemp- 
tion of which they are not responsible. What is 
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the responsibility of these banks? A pretended || we are called on to recharter these banks for a pe- 


amount of stock. But who knows how much stock 
is there in reality3—how much has been abstracted 
by losses, by peculation, and bank frauds? There 
may not be a dollar there. I do hope that an 
amendment of this kind, the jastice of which is so 
plain and palpable, will be adopted. 

The question upon the amendment was then ta- 

t 
ken, as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun. Cuth 
bert, Henderson, King, McDuffie, McRoberts, Sturgeon. Tap 
pan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—!6 

NAYS—Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, Whue, and 
Woodbridge—25, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had an amendment 
to offer, and he desired the yeas and nays upon it. 
He thought the great evil of the banking system 
was, that, although all the States had determined 
that a suspension of specie payments should be a 
forfeiture of the charter, yet there was no efficient 
machinery provided by law to carry tha: forfeiture 
into effect. His object was to make it the duty of 
the law officer of the Government to proceed 
against such bank, without waiting for a formal 
complaint or information. He desired a vote upon 
this amendment by yeas and nays; for he believed 
the unanimity of the Senate, upon this point, wou!d 
produce a great deal of good. 

Mr. Bucuanan’s amendment was read as fol- 
lows: 

That, if any of the said banks shall hereafter suspend specie 
payments, or refuse to pay on demand any of their notes, de 
posites, or other obligations, in specie, it shall be the duty of 
the district attorney for the District of Columbia, ex officio, 
to file a bill before the proper court, whose duty it shall be, upon 
legal proof of the fact, to decree the forfeiture of the charter of 
said defaulting bank, and place it in a state of liquidation, and 
wind up its affairs according to the rules and practice of a court 
of chancery; first paying outof the assets of each of the said 
banks, respectively, ail the holders of their rfotes in preference 
to all other demands against them, and to apportion the re- 
maining assets pro rata among all the other creditors.’ 

Upon this amendment the yeas and nays were 
taken, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, 
Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Cheate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, King, McDuffie, McRoberts, Mangum, Mil- 
ler, Porter, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
White, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—35. 

NAY—Mr. Morehead—1. 

Mr. BENTON then rose and said, as the bill 
had just been amended so as to prevent the banks 
from issuing their own suspended paper, yet, as 
that amendment did not prevent them from issuing 
the suspended paper of other banks, he would move 
an amendment which would embrace the latter. 

Mr. BEnTon’s amendment was read, as follows: 


&gc. 3. And de it further enacted, That neither of the banks 
shall circulate or receive, pay out, or in any way use, any paper 
currency which is not equivalent to gold and silvercoin; and 
all contracts and transactions founded on such suspended or de- 
preciated notes or bills of suspended banks, and every violation 
of this section, shall,be a violation of the charter of the bank, 
and a forfeiture thereof. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN proposed a modification of 
the amendment, co as to make it read as follows: 


Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That neither ofthe banks 
shall circulate the notes or bills of suspended banks; and every 
violation of this section shall be a violation of the charter of the 
bank, anda forfeiture thereof, 

Upon this question the yeas and nays were— 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Conrad, 
Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Kerr, Mangum, 
Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—20 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
McRoberts, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, and Wright 


The amendment as amended was concurred in; 
and upon the question of the engrossment of the 
bill, and ordering it for a third reading, 

Mr. WRIGHT rose and called upon the chair- 
man of the commitiee by whom the bill had been 
reported, to state how far the directors of these 
banks had complied with the provision of their 
former charters, which required that all loans to 
any president, cashier, or director, or any officer of 
the bank, to a greater amount than $10,000, should 
be regularly reduced at the rate of 25 per cent. 
anoually. 

Mr. MILLER replied that he knew nothing 
about it. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Then all I have to say is, if 
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riod of ten years, while the chairman of the com- 
mittee who brought the bill before the Senate, and 
pressed it« immediate passege, to the exclusion of 
al! other business, and who bas taken the whole 
session to investigate the matter, does not know 
whether a provision so important as this has been 
complied with, it is time fer the Senate to hesitate; 
for I consider ths one of the most material pro- 
visions firthe purpoe of reducing these institu- 
tions to a state of soundness. 
Mr. BENTON then moved the following: 


And be it further enacted, That the act for continuing the 
charters of said banks shal! be nul! and void in every case in 
which any one of said banks shall not have complied with the 
terms, Conditions, and provisions of the acts by which they 
have been heretofore continued 


Upcn this amendment, the yeas and nays were 
taken, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesars, Allen, Bagby, Benton, Cuthbert, King, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Youag--11 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Crafts, 
Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mao- 
gum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—20, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Upon tre question of the engrossment of the 
bill, the yeas and nays were as foliows: 

YEAS~--Messrs. Archer, Barrow. Bates, Bayard, Berrien 
Cratis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge--22. 

NAY8-~Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Cuthbert, McRoberts, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 


The bill was accordingly ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time. 

The bill for the relief of James S. Calhoun, 
having been returned from the House with an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senate, was 
taken up for consideration—the question being on 
concurring with the amendment of the House. 

Mr. KING inquired what was the effect of the 
amendment. 

Mr. GRAHAM said the effect of the amend- 
ment of the House was to restore the bill to what 
it was when it came from the House. 

Mr. KING was entirely opposed to it; and he 
moved that the Senate insist on its amendment, 
aod ask for a committee of conference. 

Messrs. WRIGHT and WOODBURY were op- 
posed to having any appropriating clause in the 
bill. They maintained that there was great im- 
propriety in trusting any officer to make an award 
for consequential damages, as was proposed by this 
amendment of the House. It was right that Con- 
gress should see the award first, before appropria- 
ting money for it. 

Seme further debate was had on the bill, between 
Messrs. BERRIEN, KING, WRIGHT, and GRA- 
HAM, on the impropriety of making a specific ap- 
propriation in this bill, when the Committee on 
Claims were unanimously opposed to it. 

The Senate finally disagreed to the amendment 
of the House, and insisted on its own amendment; 
and, 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, a committee of 
conference of three, on the part of the Senate, was 
authorized to be appointed by the Chair, te take 
into consideration the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 

The bill to amend the insolvent acts of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, having been returned from the 
Houre with an amendment, exempting females 
from the operation of the imprisonment portion of 
the insolvent law, was taken up, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in by the Senate. 

Several House bills were read twice, and appro- 
priately referred. 

Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks on the pro- 
priety cf first disposing of Senate bills to which no 
objection would arise. His suggestion, however, 
was not yielded to. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the Committee 
on the Judiciary was discharged from the further 
consideration of House bill directing the running 
of the northern line of the reserve of the balf-breed 
Sac and Fox tribe of Indians, by the treaty of 
ihe 4th of August, 1824. 

Mr. B. also made a report from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, touching the title of the First 
Municipality of New Orleans to a lot of land in 
that city: ordered to be printed. 
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Senate biil granting a pension to David Welch, 
and the bill for the relief of Robert P. Lewis, were 
taken up as in commilice of the whole, considered, 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD BILL. 

The bill making appropriations to continue the 
Cumberland road was called, in its order on the 
calendar, at five o'clock in the evening. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he had not charge 
of the bill; bat he was very anxious that the bill 
should be passed. This was the first time it bad 
been called, and i; was impossible to get it taken 
up oat of its order. He exceedingly regretted that 
the period was so late. This was the last day at 
which bills of the Senate could be sent to the 
House; and it was suggesied that the House had 
adjourned. He said that the rules might be sus- 
pended to-morrow, to send the bill to the House, 
if it could be passed. He assured Senators that 
the appropriations for the road would be pressed 
until the work was completed. 

Several Senators suggested that, at this late pe- 
riod, it would be useless to proceed with the bill, 
as it would lead to debate, and defeat the whole 
calendar; and could not be acted upon in the House, 
if it were passed. 

The bill, on motion, was then laid on the table. 

House bi/!l, making appropriations to carry into 


effect the Ashburion teaty, was read twice, and 

referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Senate then 

proceeded to the consideration of the special orders. 
Senate bill, providing for the publication of the 


debates and proceedings of Congress, (about which 
there was so much discussion on yesterday,) being 
the first on the list of the special orders, was, on 
the motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, passed over 
informally. He presumed the Senate had no dis- 
position to ecntinue the discussion upon it. It 
might, therefore, be considered as having been 
consigned to the tomb of the Capulets. 

The bill to refund to Massachusetts the balance 
due her for disbursements during the late war with 
Great Britain, came up, as in committee of the 
whole, on an adverse report of the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to amend the bill, 
by reducing the amount of appropriation in it from 
$272,716 to $227,176 48. 

Mr. C. then explained the propriety of the 
amendmen}; and trusted, after its adoption, no ob- 
jection would be made to the bill. The bill merely 
allowed to Massachusetts, on the same principle 
that allowances had been made to other States for 
like services. 

Mr. BENTON said no allowance had been 
made to other States on the principle involved in 
this bill. 

Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks against the 
bill; in the course of which, he alluded to the re- 
fusal of Massachusetts, during the war, when our 
soil was invaded, to permit her militia to muster 
into the service of the United States. He main- 
tained that (with the exception of the claims for 
compensating the heirs of the traitor Hall for the 
surrender of our soil and our army) there never 
was a more iniquitous claim before Congress. It 
was as absurd and wicked as the Hall claim. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN made an appeal to gen- 
tlemen not te recur to them, but to permit the little 
aberrations from the straight line of duty of the old 
Bay State to be buried in oblivion. He admitted 
that she acted improperly; [but her course was at- 
tributable rather to the heat of party than toa 
want of patriotism. He maintained that other 
States nad been paid upon the very principles of 
this bill, for the services of their militia; and in- 
stanced the State of Connecticut, 

Mr. WRIGHT made some remarks against the 
bill. He recurred to the scenes which agitated the 
country at the time Massachusetts refused to per- 
mit her militia to be mustered into the service of 
the United States; after a review of which, he said 
he could not vote that State a dollar. 

Mr. BATES defended his Staie from the asper- 
sions which had been cast upon:t. He contended 
that Massachusetts was entitled to the balance 
provided for in the bill, unless the law-makers in- 


——_—_—_—$—<—$_$_—$—$— —— $$$ TT 
nn  atEnEEEEnEEEEEEEE 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tended to become the law-breakers. He contended 
that Connecticut and Rhode Island had been paid 
for disbursements made during the war, on the 
very principle which was involved in this bill; and, 
unless it was intended to make Massachuseits an 
exception, sbe should be allowed the balance due 
her torthwith. 

Mr. ALLEN spoke at some length against the 
bill, urging that, if it was passed, it would be justi- 
fying and rewarding a revolt against the Union by 
a part of the Union—a revolt, too, in favor of a 
foreign enemy; for all who, in times of such peril, 
refused to fight for their country, took sides with 
the enemies of their country. Such was, in effect, 
the course of Massachusetts during the war. He 
hoped the bill would not pass. 

Mr. WOODBURY appealed to the Senators on 
the opposite side not to press this bill, to the exclu- 
sion of so many important bills on the calendar. If 
they persisted in such course, he had an amend- 
ment to propose to it, to pay the claims of New 
Hampshire. 

Some conversational debate took place here, be- 
tween Messrs. EVANS, WOODBURY, CRIT- 
TENDEN, and BATES, as to the claims of New 
Hampshire, and as to the understanding, in the 
early part of the night, that, if this bill gave rise to 
debate, it would be laid over. The matter was 
terminated, however, by the bill being reported to 
the Senate. The amendment of the committee of 
the whole was concurred in, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On metion by Mr. ARCHER, the Senate, at 
half past 8 o’clock, proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business; and, afier some time spent 
therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 28, 1843. 


Mr. H. DODGE presented a petition from the 
inhabitants of the town of Rochester and vicinity, 
Racine county, Territory of Wisconsin, asking 
Congress to establish a tri-weekly mail from the 
town of Racine, passing Rochester, to the town of 
East Troy, in Walworth county. 


Also, presented the petition of the inhabitants of 
East Troy, Walworth county, Territory of Wiscon- 
sin, asking Congress to establish a tri-weekly mail 
from the town of Racine, by the town of Rochester, 
to the town of East Troy, to intersect the Milwaukie 
and Janesville route. 


Mr. PAYNE presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Alabama, asking the establishment of a 
mail route from Linden, Alabama, to Almuche, in 
Marion county Mississippi: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Maine offered the fol- 
lowing resolutiou; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That, during the remainder of the present session, 
the House will meet at 10 0’clock, a. m. 

The following bills from the Senate were sever- 
ally read twice, and referred: 

The bill regulating the currency of foreign gold 
and silver coins in the United States. 

The bill to continue in force the act for the final 
adjustment of private Jand claims in Missouri, ap- 
proved 9th July, 1832; and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved 2d March, 1833. 

The bill fixing the value of certain foreign mo- 
ney in accounts and computation at the custom- 
heuses. 

The bill to revive the act entitled “‘An act to en- 
able claimants to land within the limits of Missouri, 
and the Territory of Arkansas, to institute pro- 
ceedings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 
proved 26th May, 1824; and an act amending the 
same, and extending the provisions of said act to 
claimants to land within the States of Louisiana 
and Mississippi: referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

The bill to apply certain alternate sections of the 
public domain towards the completion of works of 
internal improvement in the State of Michigan, 
and for other purposes: referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

The bill amending the laws regulating imprison- 
ment for debtin the District of Columbia: referred 
to the District Committee, 



































The bill to extend the Patent Office to 9th : 
referred to the Committee on the Pablie Builan’™ 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bry 
Young, and Benjamin Young: referred to the Com. 
mitiee on Indian Affairs. 

The bill for the relief of Richard Patten: ref 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. - 

The bill to repeal certain parts of an act entitled 
“An act respecting the organization of the arm 
and for other purposes,” passed 23d August ks. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

The bill declaring Robbinston, in the State of 
Maine, to be a port of delivery: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The bill to permit the entry of merchandise te 
covered from shipwreck, in certain cases, free of 
duty: referred to the Committee of Ways ani 
Means. 

The bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller: te. 
ferred to the Committee on Patents. 

The bill from the Senate entitled “An act to ameni 
an actentitied ‘An act to establish the northern 
boundary line of the State of Ohio, and to Provide 
for the admission of the State of Michigan into the 
Union, upon the conditions therein expressed,’ ap 
proved June 15th, 1836"— 

Having been read a second time, Mr. HOWARD 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on Pyb. 
lie Lands. 


Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin resisted the motion, 
He moved that the reference be to the Committee 
on Territories. Mr. D. stated that, although the 
title of the bill did not imply, and the House migh, 
not know, it was, nevertheless, a bill relating to 
the disputed boundary between the Territory of 
Wisconsin and the Siate of Michigan; and, as 
such, there was no propriety in its going to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. It should most 
unguestionably go either to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, or that of Territories. He (Mr. D.) 
preferred the latter. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Howarn’s 
motion, and it was rejected. 

It then recurred on the motion of Mr. Dopag, and 
the bill was referred to the Committee on the Ter 
ritories. 

The House bill for the relief of James S. Cal- 
houn, returned from the Senate with an amend- 
ment, was read, and, together with the Senate's 
amendment, referred to the Committee of Claims, 

Mr. BARTON, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a resolution directing the Secretary of 
War to report to the House, at the next session of 
Congress, certain information in regard to the ser- 
vices of such of the Florida militia as have not 
been paid for the same: adopted. 


Mr. BURKE presented certain resolutions of the 
Legislature of New Hampshire; which were laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COWEN, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a resolution referring the claim of Joseph 
Nock to the Secretary of the Treasury, to consider 
and report thereon. 


COMMERCIAL AGENT IN AFRICA. 


Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY, from the Commi 
tee on Commerce, to whom had been referred, at 
the last session, the memorial of the general con- 
vention of the friends of African colonization, 
made a report, accompanied by a joint resolution, 
providing for the appointment of a commercial 
agent to reside on the coast of Africa. 

The resolution having been read and referred, 

Mr. KENNEDY moved the printing of the re- 
port, and the engraving of the accompanyiag 
map. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to inquire of the chairmaa 
of the Committee on Commerce whether the com- 
mittee had been informed that any question bad 
been made or settled by the Government whether 
these colonies, so called, were coloniegof the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY replied that the 
proposition submitted in this report presented a2 
inquiry into this question—what were the relations 
of these colonies to the Government of the United 
States? The committee had expressed no opinion 
on the subject, but proposed to refer it to the Sec 
retary of State, to report to the House what the re- 
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vows of these colonies were, and what they ought 

be, to the United States. 

i. ADAMS expressed a wish to have an ex- 

pamber of copies of the report printed; and he 

was bappy ‘0 hear that the question was to be dis- 
in the Congress of the United States. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to the printing 
map, on the ground of the abuses that had 
ore existed in this description of work; but, 

og being assured by Mr. KENNEDY that the cost 
goald not be over one hundred dollars, withdrew 
jis objection, with the understanding that the mo- 
jon should be so modified as to direct the engra- 
ving, provided it could be done for that sum. 

Mr. KENNEDY having accordingly modified 

gis motion, , 

yr. BUTLER of South Carolina moved to lay 

it on the table; which motion was rejected. 

The question on printing was then taken and 

vod. 
tr KENNEDY then gave notice of his inten- 
jon to move the printing of three thousand extra 


es. 
= RAYNER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Ferguson & 
Read; which was twice read, and referred. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut, from the same 
committee, reported a bill to establish a port of de- 
livery at the city of Lafayette, Louisiana; which 
was read three times, and passed. 

ARMY BILL. 


Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee of Confer- 
ence, appointed on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the 
amy bill, reported that the joint committee had 
agreed to recommend to the House to recede from 
its disagreement to the amendments of the Senate, 
god that said amendments be adopted. 

GUN CARRIAGES. 


Mr. B. RANDALL submitted a resolution, that 
ihe Secretary of the Navy report to the House, at 
ihe next session, a Statement showing the improve- 
ment in gun-carriages made by Lieutenant J. G. 
Van Brunt: adopted. 


MARINE HOSPITALS. 

Mr. SHERLOCK J. ANDREWS, from the 
Commitiee on Commerce, reporied a bill making 
anappropriation for the construction of marine 
hospitals on the Wesiern waters: read twice, and 
referred. 

LAW AGENT IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill providing for the appoint- 
nentofalaw agent in Florida: which was read 
\wice, and referred. 

On motion by Mr. BRONSON, 

The Committee of the Whole was discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill from the 
Senate, in relation to the two per cent. fund of the 
Sate of Mississippi; and the same having been 
taken up in the House, was ordered to be engrossed, 
and then read the third time and passed. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to whom had been referred the 
bill from the Senate in relation to donations of 
lands to certain persons in Arkansas, and the Sen- 
ate bill for the relief of John Hutchins, reported 
them severally without amendment. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the same committee, to 
Which had been referred the bill from the Senate 
supplementary to the act entitled “‘An act to settle 
titles to lands in Arkansas,” reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. MORROW, from the Committee on Public 

nds, moved to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole from the further consideration of the bill 
'0 provide for the sale of certain lands in the States 
of Ohio and Michigan, ceded by the Wyandot 
ndians; and the same being taken up in the House, 
Was ordered to be engrossed, and then read the 
third time #d passed. 

Mr. BRIGGS, from the Committee on the Post 

ce and Post Roads, reperted a joint resolution 
'o authorize the Postmaster General to settle and 
allow certain accounts of J. and P. Voorhees. 

(was read three times, and paszed. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
udiciary, to which was referred the petition of the 
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western judicial district of Virginia, and the peti- 
tion of the members of the bar in said district, 
praying an increase of salary of their district judge, 
reported that the committee had agreed to recom: 
mend an increase of $200, and instructed him to 
move the same as an amendment to the bill now 
pending before the House, to regulate and fix the 
salaries of district judges, when said bill should be 
before the House for its action. 

He also moved that the commiitee be discharged 
from the further consideration of various papers; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the same committee, re- 
ported Senate bill for the relief of certain inhabit- 
ants of Florida, with a substitute for the entire 
bill. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, the bill was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the same com- 
mittee, reported, without amendment,a Senate bill, 
the title of which was not heard. 

Mr. M. BROWN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to change the times of holding the 
circuit and district courts for the district of East 
Tennessee; which was read three times, and passed. 

Mr. CROSS, from the Commitiee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of John Baker, deceased; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. DEBERRY, from the Committee on Agri- 
culture, made several unfavorable reports; amongst 
Others, one on the memorial of M. R. Bartlett. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a Senate bill; and, on his 
motion, the committee was discharged from the 
further consideration of various papers. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported Senate bill for the re- 
lief of the West Feliciana Railroad Company; 
which, on his motion, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. M. BROWN, the Committee 
on the Judiciary was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the Legislature 
of the Territory of Iowa, for an increase of the 
jurisdiction of justices of the peace in actions of 
debt, 10 a sum not exceeding $100. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Military Commit- 
tee, asked the House to take up the bill to divide 
the United States into two military districts. 

Mr. J. COOPER objected to its being taken up 
out of order. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS hoped the Honse would 
discharge the Committee of the Whole from that 
bill; it involved no principle, being simply an actof 
justice; and be promised, if the House would take 
it up, that he would move the previous question. 

Some conversation ensued, and ultimately Mr. 
C. H. WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the 
rules; but, on a division taken by tellers, the voie 
was 88 in the affirmative, and 47 in the negative— 
the motion was therefore lost; the majority being 
less than two-thirds. 

Mr. BURNELL, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Lewis 
C. Sartori; which was read twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole. He a'so moved 
that the same committee be discharged from the 
case of Purser Wm. Speiden; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, by direction of the committee, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of cer- 
tain resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama, in 
favor of the annexation of Texas to this Union. 

He also, as an individual member of the com- 
mittee, desired to effer a resolution on that subject. 

Mr. WISE objected to the reception of the reso- 
lution, and it was not received. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Mary Ann Linton; which was read twice, 
and committed. 

He also obtained the discharge of the committee 
from a large mass of papers. 

Mr. McKENNAN, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of War to direct experiments to be 
made to test the practicability and utility of J. W. 
Kirk’s Mississippi boat-fender, and making an ap- 
propriation of $1,000 for that purpose. 
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It was read twice, and Mr. McKENNAN 
moved that it be put upon its passage, instead of 
being committed. 

Mr. W. SMITH objected. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginiastrenuously objected to 
ihe motion, and said, if the course purswed by 
many gentlemen was persisted in, we should have 
expenditures for experiments of every humbug 
that could be thought of. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to lay the motion to sus- 
pend the rules on the table, and asked for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, on a count by tellers. 

Mr. McKENNAN then said he did not desire to 
consume the time of the House, and would, there- 
fore, withdraw his motion to suspend the rules, and 
move that the matter be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. The mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. SLEENROD, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill for the comple- 
tion of the Cumberland road east of the State of 
Ohio; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, from the Committee on 
Public Buildings, reported a bill to provide for the 
erection ef two buildings for the accommodation of 
the War and Navy Department:: read twice, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. YORKE offered a resolution, which was 
adopted, calling upon the Secretary of the Navy 
to report to Congress the number of persons who 
were attached to the Florida squadron, according 
to the plan ef Lieut. McLaughlin, from 9th Oew- 
ber, 1841, to 9th October, 1842. 


THE ARMY BILL. 


Mr. ALLEN moved that the report of the Con- 
ference Committee on the army bill be taken up, 
and passed upon. 

The motion was agreed to, and the report of the 
committee read. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired what was the 
effect of the conference. 


Mr. ALLEN replied that the House committee 
had receded from the disagreement of the House to 
the Senate amendment, adding ten cadzts to be ta- 
ken at large. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON hoped that the House 
would not agree with the committee in their recom- 
mendation to recede. He was for bringing down 
this academy. 


Mr. ALLEN explained the reasons which had 
induced the Committce of Conference to agree to 
add ten cadets to be taken at large. They viewed 
it as a matter of common justice to those army and 
navy officers whose sons would be excluded by the 
fact that they did not happen to reside permanent- 
ly in any one congressional district. 

Mr. STANLY hoped that the report would be 
agreed to, and the power given to the President to 
appoint the ten additional cadets. 

Mr. ADAMS urged, as a reason foradopting the 
report of the conference committee, that, in case of 
its rejection, the whole army bill might be lost. 

Mr. EVERETT advocated, and Mr. CAL- 
HOUN opposed, the report of the conference com- 
mittee. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the previous question, 
which was sustained; and the conference report 
agreed to by the House—ayes 88, noes 52. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, made an adverse re- 


ort. 
, Mr. TILLINGHAST, from the Committee on 
the Library, reported a resolution authorizing the 
Clerk of the House to purchase for the Library of 
Congress so many sets of the Laws of the United 
States as might be necessary to complete the sets 
now in the Library. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that this resolu- 
tion involved a large and useless appropriation, 
and therefore he moved that it be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER decided that it would not be 
necessary ior the resolution to go to the Committee 
of the Whole. 
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Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the resolu- 
tion be laid on the table. 

This motion was agreed to—ayes 77, noes not 
counted. 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Commitiee for 
the District of Columbia, reported, without amend- 
ment, the bill from the Senate amendicg the laws 
regulating imprisonment for debt in the District of 
Columbia 

The bill was taken up and read. 

Mr. HOLMES offered an amendment, provi- 
ding that no female shall be imprisoned on mesne 
or final process. 

Mr CAVE JOHNSON sugzested to the gentle- 
man from South Carolioa that this amendment in- 
volved the necessity of sending the bill back to the 
Senate, and it might be thus lost. He thought the 
gentleman had betier reserve his amendment for 
the House bill to abolish imprisonment for debt. 

Mr. HOPKINS bad no idea that the Lill named 
by the gentleman {rom Tennessee could be reached 
at this period of the session. He thought the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina had better persist in 
his amendment, and on it he would move the pre- 
vious guesion. 

The amendment was then, uncer the operation 
of the previous question, agreed to, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop] to call up 
his bill to abolish imprisonment for debt in the 
Disiric! of Columbia. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD accordingly moved to take 
up that bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed to the gentleman to 
let the genera! appropriation bill, on which the 
previous question bad been moved, be passed, and 
sent to the Senate. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD renewed his motion totake 
up the bill to abolish imprisonment for debt in the 
District of Columbia; but 

Mr. FILLMORE insisting on giving the prefer- 
ence io the general appropriation bill, that bill, 
being the first business in order, was taken up; and 
the previous question being seconded, and the main 
question ordered, 

The first question was stated by the Chair to be 
the amendment made by the gentleman from New 
Jersey, (Mr. Aycrica } : 

{The amendment, in substance, provides that 
the further prosecution of the coast survey shall be 
discontinued; and that $10,000 be appropriated to 
enable Mr. Hassler and his assistants to reduce to 
paper the notes now on hand, which were taken 
in the field during the last summer; and that a re- 
purt should be mace to Congress at the next ses- 
sion, containing a plan for carrying on the work 
in futare.] 

Mr. WISE objected that the amendment was not 
in order; but, 

The SPEAKER overruling the objection, 

Mr. AYCRIGG called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, on taking the question, 
resulted in yeas 75, nays 107; thus rejecting the 
amendment. 

The Clerk then read all the amendments which 
had been made in Committee of the Whole; which 
were concurred in, with some exceptions, which 
were reserved for the action of the House. 

The first amendment to which exception was 
made, was the item appropriating $3,000 for a 
commissioner to the Sandwich Islands. 

Mr. RAYNER made the objection, and called 
for the yeas and nays thereon; but they were not 
ordered. He then called for tellers, and they were 
ordered, and Messrs. Reap and James were ap- 
pointed. The amendment was concurred in—86 
voting in the affirmative, and 38 inthe negative. 

The next amendment to which objection was 
made, was that making an appropriation for 
an agent to make inquiries respecting the commu- 
nication between the Atlantic and the Pacific 
oceans by the Isthmus of Darien. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for tellers, and Messrs. 
Linn and Mepitt were appointed, and reported 
25 in the affirmative, and 100 in the negative; so 
the amen(ment was not concurred in. 

The next amendmentto which objection had 
been made, was the proviso inirojuced by Mr. 


CONGRESSIONAL’ GLOBE. 


Botts, to prevent the payment of any sum ap- 
propriated by items under the head of “foreign 
intercourse,” for salaries or outfits of any minister, 
chargé des affaires, or other foreign representatives, 
appointed to any post now vacant, or that may 
beccme vacant daring the present session of Con- 
gress, unless such appointment shall be made by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Mr. W. SMITH called for te'lers. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York called for the 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

The amendment was rejected—yeas 60, pays 
101, as follower: 

YEAS—Mesers. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Bronson, Milton Brown, William 
B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chit- 
tenden, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Crawford, 
G. Davis, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gamble, P. G. 
Goode, Graham, Howard, Hudson, J. R. Ingersoll, James, John 
P. Kennedy, King, Linn, McKernan, Samson Mason, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Rayner, 
Ridgway, Slade, Stanly, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Summers, 
Toland, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Washington, 
Joseph L. Williams, and John Young— 60. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar 
rington, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Borden, Bowne, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, C. Brown, Burke, Burnell, Wm. Butler, 
Patrick C, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cary, Chapman, Coles, Mark 
A. Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Kichard D. Davis, Dean, 
Deberry, Doig, Jehn C, Edwards, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Chas, 
A. Floyd, Fornance, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, William 
©. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Gwin, Hal], Harris, Henry, 
Ho!mes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Isaac D. Jones, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham Mc- 
Clellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Me- 
dill, Morrow, Newhard, Parmenter, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, 
Proffit, Read, Reading, Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rodney, 
Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Saund- 
ers, Sewell, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Wm. Smith, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Stokely, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, Tomlinson, Trot- 
ti, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Westbrook, Winthrop, Wise, 
and Woed—101. 

The several amendments adopted in Committee 
of the Whole on the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings, were then adopted. 

All of the amendments having been passed upon, 
the bill was ordered to its engrossment. 

It was then read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS called up his motion to 
discharge the Committee of the Whole from the 
further consideration of the bill to divide the Uni- 
ted States into two military districts. It was put, 
and agreed to, (as the reporter understood, amid 
the general noise in the hall. 

Several gentlemen gave notice of their intention 
to submit motions to take up particular bills in 
Committee of the Whole. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a num- 
ber of executive communications, viz: 

A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting certain correspondence between 
the Department of State and the Spanish minister 
to this Governmeni: referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the Navy Department, 
transmitting statistics in relation to the expendi- 
\ures of that department for stationery and job 
printing: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. ° 

A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, stating the number and compensation of 
officers of the customs: laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, in answer to the resolution ef the 6th of Au- 
gust, calling for a statement of the accounts of 
navy Officers: laid on thet able, and ordered to be 
printed. 

A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, in answer to the call for information in rela- 
tion to the pay, &c., of the commissioners of the 
loan: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in accordance with acts of 
Congress, a list and statement of unsettled accounts 
in that department: laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


AMOS KENDALL. 

The SPEAKER asked leave to submit the 
resolutions of the State of Maine, in favor 
of a release of Amos Kendall, late Postmaster 
General of the United States, from the judgment 





given against him by the court of the Dict; 

Columbia. Istriet 
The resolutions were laid on the tabje and 

dered to be printed. pe 


PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS, 


Mr. CHAPMAN asked the favor of the Hor 
to take up and pass the bill “explanatory of . 
act granting pre-emption rights to certain 
on the public lands.” 

The bill was read through; and having beep oy 
dered to its engrossment, was read a third ip 
and passed. 

On motion by Mr. CUSHING, the House re. 
solved itself into Commitiee of the Whole (Mr 
Summers of Virginia in the chair.) a 

Mr. CUSHING then moved to take up the bij 
to carry into effect the treaty of Washington, 
Mr. BRIGGS moved to take up the Post Offic, 
bill. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland moved to igke up 
the warehousing bill. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to take up the ligh. 
house bill. 

The question was first taken on Mr. Cosuiyey 
motion, and it was carried. 7 


TREATY OF WASHINGTON. 


So the committee agreed to take up the bill pro» 
viding for carrying into effect the treaty of Wash. 
ington; and, the bill having been read, 

Mr. McKEON said he was aware that this was 
about the last chance that the House had to seni 
bills to the Senate, and that the time of the Hous 
ought not to be unnecessarily taken up. His ip. 
tention, therefore, was to express to the committee, 
in the most concise manner, his objections to the 
treaty, and his reasons for voting against carrying 
it into effect. 

His first objection to the treaty made during the 
last summer, was, that while it was contemplated 
throughout the whole country that it should be the 
settlement of all the important questions of dis. 
pute between the two countries, yet that treaty left 
open and unsettled the most important of them. 
If gentlemen would refer to the State papers laid 
on the table yesterday, and which had not yet met 
the public eye, they would find that Mr. Everet 
was informed by the British minister that Lord 
Ashburton would go to the United States prepared 
to settle all the questions of dispute between us 
and Great Britain. He would not enumerate all 
the unsettled questions, but it was well known 
that several yet remained open. Unfortunately, 
that treaty left open an important question, which 
one of its articles (the 8th) was supposed to settle; 
and it would be remembered that this (one of the 
most serious objections to that treaty) had become 
realized by the construction the British Govern- 
ment has put on it. He referred to the claim of 
the right of visitation set up by Great Britain, and 
which had always been oppused in the United 
States. 


If gentlemen woold refer to the last despatch of 
the President of the United States, they would find 
that this question remains as it did years ago; and 
from the want of information to Congress on the 
subject, one would suppose that no correspondence 
in relation to it had taken place. It seemed thal 
this 8th article of the treaty had been inserted with- 
out a particle of explanation; and this became the 
more remarkable, as this question had, since 1815, 
been seriously agitated, not only in the United 
States, but in Europe. The British archives welt 
crowded with documents from the different powers 
of Europe, endeavoring to effect arrangements 
with Great Britain on the subject. The House 
might be surprised at his now raising objections 
to this treaty, considering that it had become the 
law of the land. But on this he started no new doc 
trine; he only made the same objections as wert 
made by the republicans of that gay to Jay’ @ 
treaty. Like that celebrated treaty, this one bad 
been condemned by the voice of the whole county. 
And here he must be permitted to express the ar 
that this treaty would not be called the trealy 
Washington. He hoped the name of Washingto?, 
who had so emphatically warned his countryme 
against entangling alliances with foreign power 
would nct be associated with this treaty; but 





HSESS BF FEFER 


atu Co 


it should be € 
called after 
proved himse 
the last Wal, 
Since the 
been assidue’ 
ser, and & 
police of the 
io extend in 
the slave- tra 
pegoliallons 
wreaty with 
nous Passag 
the Frenel 
the correspe 
(Mr. Van 
on them as & 
He furtt 
Peel, in the 
of British 
opinion of 
applicable t 
wntings’of 
United Stat 
view of the 
marks stroD 
set up by @ 
tyrannical p 
other porta 
edly the ch 
taking to b¢ 
visit and se 


Mr. CUS 
views of th 
tween the € 
United Stat 
Sth article 
thanked He 
of the Unit 
defend the 
the Chief I 
to that of t 
eign nation 
interests of 
to divest th 
and appli 
by Lord § 
assumed i 
patch of th 
Prince Tall 

On the 
F 1841; on hi 
on his re 
yesterday; 
which he 
views of t 
all pretex 
with the 
treaty. He 
of the com 
and the | 
right of se 
two rem 
attention 
parallel s 
sued by E 
hament in 
ed autho 
pected in 
Slave-trad 
he placed 
had made 
should De 
Parliamer 
same pro 

Now, b 
to the fac 








construc 
lon, a ste 
United § 
the subjeg 


